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Communists Gained by W.C.C.C. 


What the Communist Clergy From Iron Curtain Countries 
Gained at Evanston and What the Christian People © 
Of America Should Do About It 


By Carl McIntire, D.D., Litt.D., president 
of the International Council of Christian Churches 


Delivered Thursday evening, September 16, 1954, in Orchestra Hall, 
Chicago, Ill., at a mass meeting on the theme, “The Protestant Answer 


to Evanston.” 


The living and true God has 
spoken. His Word is given to us in 
the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments. It is the message of 
this Bible which must be pro- 
claimed by the churches and which 


the nation needs to hear. The 
church of Jesus Christ was com- 
missioned by her Lord to declare 
His Gospel throughout the world. 
With the world in confusion and 
men seeking as never before for 
some certain word of the Spirit, 
the responsibility to give that mes- 
sage rests squarely upon the 
church of Christ. 

We are here tonight because we 
believe that the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches, 
meeting in Evanston, August 15 


to 31, missed this . opportunity. : 


What happened at Evanston will 
only add to the confusion through- 
out the churches and among the 
nations. 


The one fact that needs to be}: 


brought to the attention of the 
Christian people of America just 
now, and which indicates the rea- 
son for the failure of the World 
Council of Churches to speak in 
behalf of the historic Christian 
faith, 


The Central Doctrine 


| of the Christian Faith 


is that there were present , 


(Continued on page 6) — 


One of the Prize Winners in $1,600 “Sermons on Vital 


Puldic Jssues” Contest 


by Rev. Herbert 


‘ 


V. Ca ned ay =e 
ae 


Member of the Board of Directors of 
RELIGION ANALYSIS SERVICE, INC. 
902 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis 3, Minnesota 


“They received not the love of the truth, that they might|* 


be saved.”—II Thess. 2:10. 


“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death.”’—Prov. 14:12. 


One of mankind’s most embar- 
rassing weaknesses has been 
brought to light within this genera- 
ation, as psychologists have reveal- 
ed a basic tendency to retreat from 
reality and live in a world of 
make-believe. 


- Amusements have never been 
more sought after, nor deep, ser- 
ious thought less popular than in 
this Atomic Age. Sober thinking 
brings to mind the terrifying reali- 
ties of a life lived for self and sin; 
but amusement temporarily dis- 
pels or dulls the consciousness of 
those. realities, and makes life 
seem less awesome to the one 
who fears the future. It would 
seem that the philosophy of most 


‘ unsaved folk is ‘Let us eat, drink, 


and be merry, for tomorrow we 
die.’ For the most part men are 
escapists. 

In like manner the same is 
true concerning spiritual things. 
The person who has not found 
peace with God through the Lord 
Jesus Christ faces a dreadful 
future of torment in an eternal 
Hell that was “prepared for the 
devil and his angels” (Matt. 25: 
41). Our Lord Jesus spoke twelve 
times more frequently of Hell than 


“to seek and to save that which 
was lost” and to die the agoniz- 


that salvation, we need not think 


UL Felie Mechanics of ae 


—— oo — 
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= 


He did of Heaven. When He came} 


ing death on the cross to procure 


that He should be silent about the! oe 


awful consequences of man’s re- 
jection of His atonement. Consid- 


(Continued on page 9) 


= ~4timselt. without Spot. to God purg: 
‘to serve the nis God? 


Ya SS 


hrist’s Atonement 


ot Owe Sind 


As Preached by the late Billy Sunday 
At Richmond, Indiana, 1922 


Paul argued that if God were 
Satisfied with the Mosiac Law 
when they shed its blood, if He 
was Satisfied with that for an 
atonement for sin; if the blood 
of bulls and goats and the ashes 
of an heifer sanctified the purify- 
ing of the flesh, how much more 
shall the -blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offers 


That’s my lesson instead of a 
text, for my sermon tonight is 
topical, instead of textual, and the 
subject is, “The Atonement of 


Notes 


by John R. Rice 


THE 


EDITOR'S 


Imagine yourself in one of the 
great Billy Sunday ‘Tabernacle 
campaigns as you read Billy Sun- 
day’s sermon, “Christ’s Atone- 
ment for Our Sins.” It is a great 
sermon. Let no one think that 
Billy Sunday was not a real Bible 
preacher. See that lost people read 
this message, will you? 


Those Young People—Have 
You Showed Them the 
“Miracles of Science” 
Articles? 


In THE SWORD OF THE LORD we 
are running more of those re- 
markable articles by the late Dr. 
Arthur I. Brown ‘from his book, 
Miracles of Science, They are some 
of the most entertaining, interest- 
ing, and helpful articles that 
young people could read. By all 
means see that the children and 
young people in your family and 
those living nearby have these 
messages called to their attention. 
They will learn much, they will 
read with real enjoyment, and 
they will have the Word.of God 
planted in their hearts solidly to 
strengthen ‘them for the days 
ahead, or to turn them to Jesus 
Christ. See that people read “Mir- 
acles of Science.” 


Get Wise—Save $2.50 
The regular subscription price 
(Continued on page 6) 


SEE FEATURE REVIVAL 
‘SERMON, “BREAK UP YOUR 
‘FALLOW GROUND, AND 


SOW NOT AMONG THORNS.” 
PAGE 3. | 


“Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of, 
goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more 

shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God: & 


—Heb. 9 :12-14. 


Jesus Christ’—that central doc- 
trine of the Christian religion. More 
battles, logical and illogical and 
theological and nonsensical and 
idiotic have been fought over the 
Atonement than all other doc- 
trines in the Christian religion. 


Now and then, when some man 
reads the Bible and gets a little 


‘|inkling of the truth, he runs out 


and builds a church and starts an<— 
other denomination by and by 
through: which to propagate his 
idea. By the Bill of Rights 
he has a right to do that, but 
he doesn’t stop there, he makes 
war upon all other denominations 
that do not interpret or believe 
as he does. But I can count on* 
the fingers of -my two. hands” alr 
the denominations that hold up 
the bleeding form of Jesus Christ 
as God’s ultimatum for sin, so 
with one sweep of the sword I 
have eliminated ninety per cent 
of them today and thrown them on 
the ecclesiastical scrap heap where 
they belong. 


And as I have read it over I am 
reminded of this little fancy sketch. 
A man goes to England and he ad- 
vertises that he is a steropticon 
lecturer on Atlantic coast scenery. 
He flashes upon the canvas pic- 
tures that show rocky promontor- 
ies, innumerable inlets, and great 
forests of spruce and birch, dilates 


(Continued on page 7) 


The Pruning 


It is ney branch that bears the 
fru 
That Tels the knife, 
To prune it fora larger growth, 
A fuller life. 


Though every budding twig be 
lopped, 
And every grace . - 
Of swaying tendril, springing leaf, 
Be lost a space. 


Oh, thou whose life of joy seems 
reft, 
Of beauty shorn; 
Whose aspirations lie in dust, 
All bruised and torn, 


Rejoice, tho’ each desire, each 
dream, 


Each hope of thine = “ ve 


Shall fall and fade, it is the hand 
Of Love Divine 


That holds the knife, that cuts aia? 
breaks 
With tenderest touch, 


That thou whose life hast borne 


some fruit 
May now bear much. 


—Annie’ Johnson Pinte Hm 
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Page Two 


‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


; 


Friday, October 22, 1954 


{Foe Young Pept 2 
| Miracces of Science 


| by the late 


CHAPTER XXVII 


One of Nature's Carpenters 


There are many animals which 


exhibit an. astonishing mechanical | 


skill. They are real artisans per- 
forming operations which at first 
glance would seem to indicate a 
reasoning intelligence, but which 
on closer examination must be ex- 
piained as due to the possession of 
remarkable instincts which we 
have been discussing in several of 
these talks. 

Today we look at the beaver— 
one of the gnawing mammals or 
rodents. Squirrels are near rela- 
tives, although not adapted for life 
in the water as are the beavers. 

At one time the beaver was to 

be found throughout the forest re- 
gions of the entire northern part 
of the Northern Hemisphere. It 
ranged over the whole of Europe, 
and was an inhabitant of the Brit- 
ash Isles until about the beginning 
of the 11th century. Now, however, 
the European beaver is nearly ex- 
dinct, and a similar fate presses 
@ard upon its American brother. 
ats gradual disappearance is due, 
oft course, to the value of its beau- 
tiful coat of fur, which has led to 
wholesale slaughter. 

The eolor of the Jong shining 

fair which covers the back of the’ 
snimal is a chestnut brown, and 
dhe fine wool that lies next to the} 
skin is a soft grayish ‘brown. The: 
enimal is long and slender, of a 
total length of about three feet and 
a half, with a twelve-inch tail, 
@iat, paddle-shaped and scale-cov-' 
ered. The legs are short and strong,., 
and the hind feet are webbed, thus, 
adapting it for swimming. ‘The flat: 
tail makes an excellent rudder. It! 
mused to be thought that the beav-| 
<r used this tail as a trowel, to, 


qd Arthur ¥. Brown M.D. 


Their favorite home is_ beside 
some small stream which has its 
course through well-wooded coun- 
try. They prefer willows, birches, 
maples and poplars, because they 
like the bark of these trees. They 
know how to fell trees, often, up 
to sixteen inches in diameter. With 
chisel-edged front teeth the beav- 
er cuts two parallel furrows across 
the grain of the wood, and then 
wrenches off the part between, in 
a suecession of chips. Next, it 
makes other parallel lines, and 
gouges off another circle of: chips. 
It goes on doing this until an 
hour-glass excavation has been 
made around the tree, which then 
falls. 

The tree usually falls directly 
across the stream, and those who 
have written in too glowing terms 
about the skill exhibited have told 
us that the beaver calculates care- 
fully just how to cut through the 
tree so that it falls exaetly in the 
right place. This is perhaps attrib- 
uting too great powers to it, as fre- 
quently the tree falls the wrong 
way. The fact remains though, that 
in most cases the branehes are in’ 
the water just where they are 
meeded to construct their lodges 
and the dam, and where the smal-' 
ler branches and twigs are easily 
accessible for food. | 

The purpose of the building of 
the dam dis to ‘bring about a depth’ 
of water.sufficient to erect a series’ 
of dedges or houses in which they: 
can live-im safety from enemies, 
and in which they can store their : 
food. | | 


5m 


apply mud to the outer surface of, 


These. dams are remarkable 
Structures, often of great length— 


whe dams and lodges, but there is. 
mo reason to believe this to*be true. 
As a matter of fact, exaggeration’ 
4s not necessary in describing ‘the’ 
accomplishments of this capable 
@uilder. The simple truth is amaz- 
@ng enough. 

safety from their enemies is 
grovided by their ability to swim’ 
and dive and to remain under wa-' 
der for as long as fifteen minutes;’ 
iso, their nocturnal habits and’ 
aheir wide range of diet make for 
prolonged life. They can eat many 
aiifferent kinds of vegetable food, 
and show great cleverness in se- 
creting twigs and branches, for the 


sake of the bark which is one of’ 


their chief articles of diet. They 
dive a communal life, and display: 
an anxiety to help one another, 
with an inborn efficiency which 
enerits our admiration. 


frequently more than one hundred 
and fifty yards. They: run across’ 
the stream from bank to bank,} 
either an a straight dine or af the 
stream is rapid and deep, requiring 
additional strength in the dam,’ 
they build it with the convexity 
facing the stream—an admirable 
feature of their planning. 

By means of these dams the 
beavers are able to convert even 
small rivulets into large pools of 
water, using the felled tree, which 
is cut up into lengths of from five 
to six feet. They fill in the gaps 
with smaller sticks, roots, grasses 
and moss, all plastered with mud 
and clay in a most workman like 
manner until the whole structure 
is made perfectly water-tight. 

“The lodge is a dome-shaped struc- 
ture, composed of sticks, grass and 


_. 


moss, all woven together and plas- 
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tered with mud, increasing in size 


|}added for | 
|dome-shaped house is a central 


|parents for years. M 


| are forced ‘to go farther and far- 


} used like hands to grasp whatever 


; make a short eut between one bend 


| vide comfortable and secure homes 


| short period ei time during which 


Peoples Church, international missionary | R¢ Oceupies 
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| tral room, they must pass through 


and in the thickness of the walls, 
year by year, as fresh material is 
repairs. Within this 


chamber with its floor a little 
above the level of the water and 
with two shafts which have their 
outer apertures beneath the water. 


One of these shafts is driven at 
a straight and moderate incline. 
It is up this that the beavers drag 
the pieces of wood and bark to be 
stored in the lodge to form the 
winter food supply. 

The other shaft is more abrupt 
in its descent, often winding in 
its course, and is said to be the 
usual means of entrance and exit. 

The central chamber varies in 
size, but the larger ones generally 
measure about seven or eight fect 
in diameter and two or three feet 
in height. The floor is snugly car- 
peted with grass, bark and wood 
chips. Some beaver lodges are fif- 
teen to twenty feet in diameter 
and seven or eight feet high but 
the thickness of the walls leaves, 
even in the larger structures, a 
Jiving room of only about seven 
feet in diameter by three feet in 
height, accommodating half a doz- 
en animals. 


Beavers breed once a year only, 
bearing three to five at a litter, 
and the young may live with the 
t colonies 
are composed of inter-Mlated fam- 
ily parties, dwelling together in a 
social and friendly manner, which 
might well be the envy of humans. 


There are many interesting 
points about the beavers’ dam and 
their houses. Occasionally the 
branches which have been built 
into the dam begin to grow and 
sprout into rooted bushes, thus 
strengthening the construction and 
hiding it in green in the summer. 

The canals built by these animals 
excite our admiration. As long as 
there are suitable trees near their 
ledges, the beavers have no need 
of canals, but as the trees are 
graduatty destroyed the animals 


ther afield to secure their food. 
If ‘the felled trees are beside the 
water, well and good, for the 
branches, cut into short sections, 
ean be carried in ‘their mouths .as 
they swim: Their front paws are 


they can hold, as they are not 
needed in swimming. | 

When trees at some distance 
overland are needed, the beavers 
are compelled to build canals. 
Their heavy bodies and short legs 
with webbed hind feet make land 
travel or the toting of burdens dif- 
ficult. They must travel under 
water in order to be safe and se- 
cluded. 


remarkable and may be several 
hundred feet in length. They may 


of a snaky stream and another. 
They may cut right through an 
island. Making a long tunnel is 
a task which cannot be accom- 
plished by the individual beaver, 
but must be tackled cooperatively. 

Many lodges, built around a big 
beaver pond, make a beaver vil- 
lage. The beavers live together in 
pairs, keeping true to their mates, 
and exhibit an ordered family life. 

Here again we are seeing the 
operation and fascinating instinct 
of animals. The beavers live to 
provide for themselves and family. 
They labor to produce and main- 
tain a home. All their efforts are in 
the direction of living safely and 
comfortably. They seem to look 
ahead, and so provide themselves 
with ample supplies of food, exer- 
cising their powers in every direc- 
tion in order to make a quiet fam- 
ily life possible. | 

We humans have the same in- 
herent ambition. Fathers and 
mothers exert every effort to pro- 


for themselves and the members of 
the family. Qur life on earth is 
largely occupied with this job of 
getting and holding a home, 

The beaver works only for that 


lodge that has been 
built so laboriously and yet so 
skillfully, using the dam to provide 
a sufficient depth of water, so that 
when danger threatens, they may 
hasten to their place of refuge, 
Which is partly below water and 
partly above. ‘To get to their cen- 


a channel of water, which very 
effectively blocks those animal 
enemies, for which, naturally, they 
are no match in a stand-up fight. 


The best of these canals are very’ 


“Dirty 


Where Bishop Oxnam Says That 
the God of the Bible Is a 


Bully’’ 


By the Editor 


district superintendent of the 
answers as follows: 


In answer to a very kindly and sensible letter from a 


Methodist church, the editor 


—————aa~ | 


October 1, 1954 
Dear Brother H---~-- 
* Thank you for your letter. It 
is proper and right for you to ask 
where Biship Oxnam said that the 
God of the Bible is a “dirty 
bully.” 

I understand that Bishop Ox- 
nam has made such a statement 
on a number of public occasions, 
but more important, he made that 
statement deliberately, in print, 
in his book, Preaching in a Revolu- 
tionary Age, published by Abing- 


says: 

‘Hugh Walpole, in Winters- 
moon, tells of a father and son 
at church. The aged rector read 
from the Old. ‘Testament, and 
the boy learned of the terrible 
God who sent plagues upon the 
people and created fiery ser- 
pents to assault them. That 
night, when the father passed 
the boy’s bedroom, the boy 
called him, put his arms around 
his father’s neck, and, draw- 
ing him close, said, ‘Father, you 
hate Jehovah. So do I. I loathe 
him, dirty bully!’ We have long 
since rejected a conception of 
reconciliation associated his- 
torically with an idea of a Deity 
that is loathsome. God, for us, 
cannot be thought of as an 
angry, ‘awful, avenging Beimg 
who because of Adam’s sin must 
have his Shylockian pound of. 
flesh. No wonder the honest boy 
in justifiable repugnance could 
say, ‘Dirty bully.’ Injustice is 
an offense, and inequality a 
stench, in the nostrils of Jeho- 
vah also. Such must be de- 
nounced by preachers in a revo-. 
lutionary age; and, just as our, 
thought of God had tobe moral- 

‘ized to represent him to moral 
men, so too our conception of 

God’s world must be made moral 

if man is to say in honesty, ‘I 

believe in God the Father Al- 

mighty, Maker of heaven and. 
earth.’ ” 

You will note that Bishop Ox-: 
nam says that the boy was hon- 
est and that he could in justifiable 
repugnance say “‘dirty bully.” And 


don-Cokesbury. On page 79 he} 


note too that Bishop Oxnam is 


4 


——— 


speaking about the God of the 
Bible, the God who says He sent 
the plagues in Egypt, and who 
says that He sent the fiery ser- 
pents upon Israel for their sins, 
And Bishop Oxnam says that that 
scriptural idea of God is loath- 
some. Note also that Bishop Ox- 
nam is speaking particularly about 
the Bible doctrine of the atone- 
ment in which God requires a sub- 


stitute to die for our sins. So the™ 


reference in THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp is meticulously accurate. 
In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


Nagoing 


Nagging has sent Many a 
man to- destruction and driven 
some women to despair. You can 
nag in any language that human 
lips have spoken. You can nag 
when your lips are tight shut by 
lifting the eyebrows, tossing the 
head, or sneering a sneer. It is 
not confined to sex. It is due to 
disposition. The one who nags in- 
jures himself and is cruel m the 
extreme to the one attacked. A 
good, old-fashioned quarrel is pre- 
ferable. If the continual dropping 
of water wears away a Stone, it 
is no less true that constant nag- 
ging will ruin the best disposition. 

If you have a complaint, make 
it, but don’t nag. If you have been 
injured, say so, and don’t nag. 
If you have a request to make, 
make it, but stop nagging. Most 
people nag «when they are tired; 
some, when they are ill or neg- 
lected; others, when they them- 
selves are not right;. and some, 
because of downright, old-fash- 
ioned meanness. Nagging is a sin 
against yourself, your household, 
your husband, your wife, your 


friends. Why not list it with other — 


sins? That is where it belongs. No 
Christian can be guilty of it and 
be a true follower of Jesus.—Se- 
lected. 


other and different existence in a 
place of which we ‘know so little. 
Of one thing we are sure. We shall 
live on eternally. What kind of 
home shall we have? Is there any 
one who can give us information?. 
Has any inhabitant of earth ever 
visited the unseen realms and re- 
turned to give us the facts? To 
this question there is but one an- 
swer and that is in the negative. 
But God has not left us in the 
dark. Remember what Jesus said 
in John 14:2, “In my Father's 
house are many mansions... I go 
to prepare a place for you.” The 
word “mansions” may be trans- 
lated, “resting-places,”’. which is 
a very satisfying thought. . 

To whom is He speaking? To 
His disciples, not to the world.) 
And so we are sure that there is a 
“resting-place’ for every man, 
woman and child on earth, who 


jhas joined up with Christ. He 


builds this place for us, It belongs’ 
to the “many mansions’ in the 
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our earth life, but we look for an-} 


capacious “house” of His Father. 
This is an exciting prospect. We 
know that there is a competent 
Carpenter and Builder guarantee- 
ing an eternal home for His follow. 
ers. 


Will you permit me to come a 
bit closer in this meditation? May 
I ask you if you experience a feel- 
ing of irritation when the name of 
Jesus Christ is mentioned? Some 
do. It may be you do not object 
to the name of God, but, somehow, 
you wish that I would not keep 
on referring to the Son of God. 
The last thing in my mind is to 
offend my listeners, but I would be 
guilty if I failed to show you the 
only way we can be sure of a 


| heavenly home, And there is JUST 


ONE WAY. And that way is by 
and through Him who said He was 
the Way, the Truth and the Life, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Are you 
“Going My Way’? It leads 
“HOME.” 


(From the book, MIRACLES OF SCI- 
ENCE, now out of print.) 


—Gospel Herald. 
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“Break Up Your Fallow Ground, And Sow: Not 


| The Way to Revival for the Backslider, the Worldly, 
the Powerless, the Fruitless 


By Evangelist John R, Rice 


| “If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the 


Lord, return unto me: and if thow wilt put 


. away thine abominations out of my sight, 
) then shalt thou not remove. And thou shalt 
swear, The Lord liveth, in truth, in judgment, 


and in righteousness; 


and the nations shall 


bless themselves in him, and in him shall 
they glory. For thus saith the Lord to the men 
of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fal- 
low ground, and sow not among thorns. Cir- 
cumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take 
away the foreskins of your heart, ye men of 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my 
fury come forth like fire, and burn that none 
can quench vt, because of the evil of your do- 


ngs. ’—Jer. 4:1-4. 


We need a revival, even as 
Israel did in the time of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah lived in the time when 
the people of Judah and Jerusalem 
were carried captive. Most of the 
book of Jeremiah is fhe impas- 
sioned pleading and warning of the 
inspired prophet of God, begging 
the people to repent, and solemnly 
prophesying the certain captivity 
of the people and destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple if they 
did not turn from their sins. Many 
timés Jeremiah gave combined 
warnings and promises as he did 
in Jeremiah 4:1 above: “If thou 
wilt return, O Israel, saith the 
Lord, return unto me: and if thou 
wilt put away thine abominations 
out of my sight, then shalt thou 
not remove.” That is, if Israel 
would repent and turn from sin 
she would not be carried captive 
to Babylon, moved out of her holy 
Jand. 


Idolatry cursed the land. Covet- 
ousness was the ruling motive of 
the people. Religious teaching was 
generally in the hands of false 
prophets and worldly priests, 
whose teaching and preaching 
tickled the ears of a worldly and 
pleasure-loving people. Jeremiah 
eried (Jer. 5:30, 31).: “A wonder- 
ful and horrible thing is commit- 
ted in the land; The prophets 
prophesy falsely, and the priests 
bear rule by their means; and my 
people love to have it so: and 
what will ye do in the end there- 
of?” There was shocking need for 
a revival in Jerusalem and Jere- 
miah earnestly pled with them to 


“BREAK UP YOUR FALLOW 


GROUND, AND SOW NOT 
AMONG THORNS.” 


This is a message to backsliders, 
that is, a message to nearly every 
reader of this book. Are we not 
backslidden? Was there ever a 
time when you were nearer to 
God than you are today? Was 
your heart ever happier than now? 
Was your life ever more fruitful? 
If you need to answer yes to any of 
those questions, then today you 
are, of course, a backslider. 

But with most of us I dare say 
there would be little argument as 
to whéther or not we are back- 
sliders. Does not your own heart 
tell you that you need a visitation 
from Heaven? Does not your own 
soul hunger and cry for more of 
God’s presence and power in your 
life? Are you having the fruit 
that you ought to have? Is your 
life in some sense a failure? Jere- 
miah speaks to most of us when 
he says: | 

“Thine own wickedness shall 
correct thee, and thy backslidings 
shall reprove thee: know there- 
fore and see that it is an evil thing 
and bitter, that thow hast forsaken 
the Lord thy God, ‘and that my 
fear is not in thee, saith the Lord 
God of hosts.”’—Jer. 2:19. 

Most of us have committed the 
two evils God’s people so many 
times commit—we have forsaken 
Him who is the fountain of living 


- waters, and hewn us out cisterns, 


broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water (Jer. 2:13). Praise God, His 
invitations to backsliders, then, 
are for us today! Our Heavenly 
Father cries: “Turn, O backsliding 
children, saith the Lord; for I am 
married unto you” (Jer. 3:14). 
And again, ‘Return, ye backsliding 
children, and I will heal your back- 
slidings’” (Jer. 3:22). Some, at 
least, of the Jews did, saying, 
“Behold, we come unto thee; for 
thou art the Lord our God!” 

The Scripture teaches us to take 


up our cross daily and follow 
Christ (Luke 9:23). We must come 
daily, according to .the model 
prayer, to ask forgiveness for our 
sins (Matt. 6:11, 12). The proper 
attitude for a child of God every 
day is the attitude of penitence, 
confession. and turning from sin, 
judging ourselves so that we need 
not be judged in the wrath of God 
(I Cor. 11:31, 32; I John 1:8-10). 
Yes, if you had a revival only 
yesterday, you need one today! 
If you won many souls this 
week, you ought to win more. You 
are not all that God wants you to 
be. Not yet is your life a garden, 


every bit of which bears perfect 


fruit for God. You have fallow 
ground to be broken up. You have 
thorns to be digged out so that 
your life may be perfectly fruitful 
for Christ. 


Fallow Ground! 


The Jews were accustomed to 
allow their fields. to le - fallow 
every seventh year. Fallow ground 
means hard soil, unbroken by the 
plow. Fallow ground means soil 
growing up in. thorns, briars and 
weeds. Fallow ground means, sad- 
dest of all, fruitless ground. 


Break It Up! 


Dear reader, if you are to have 
a revival, if God is to get fruit 
from your life; your ground must 
be broken up. And that is not as 
easy as it may seem. 

Really breaking up the ground 


is the hard way. I remember that 


when I was a boy on the dry west 
Texas farm I called my father’s 
attention to the way a farmer 
nearby prepared his ground for 
sowing grain by using the disc har- 
row. With four horses to his disc 
harrow, this farmer prepared the 
surface of the ground. Small weeds 
and: grass were destroyed and the 
farmer was soon over his field, 
cutting a swath six or eight feet 
wide each round; How much fast- 
er that was than our slow way, 
with four horses hitched to a 
double-disc plow, cutting fourteen 
to eighteen inches of soil! The easy 
way was four or five times as fast 


as our way! We plowed six to ten| 


inches deep while our ' neighbor 
simply stirred the crust for two 
inches or so. On our neighbor’s 
farm the shallow scratching of the 
harrow did not open the hard soil, 
baked under a west Texas sun, to 
soak in the winter rain. The soil 
was not loosened so that roots 
could dig deep for the plant food 
needed. Large weeds were not 
destroyed by the disc harrow. 
Johnson grass roots were never 
disturbed. The yield of grain was 
not nearly so great on our neigh- 
bor’s field who planted without 
breaking up deeply the fallow 
ground. 

How the plow jolted as great 


‘clods of hard, dry dirt were turned 


up by the plow! Then the clods 
must be broken by a harrow, or 
dragged. But when it rained, near- 
ly all the water soaked in and 
the deep, soft seedbed-. was pre- 
pared. And, my friend, your life 
must be broken up if God is to 
send a revival and make you bear 
fruit. 

Very often in God’s plan a deep 
breaking up is necessary for use- 
fulness. Ground never brings forth 
much fruit until it is broken up. 
Corn or wheat can never make 
bread until it is broken fine, 
ground to flour or meal. Olives do 
not yield: their oil until they are 
pressed. Ineense never gives its 


Among Thorns” ~ Jer. {3 


sweetest odor until it is burned. 
Flowers smell sweetest when they 
are crushed. If you avoid the 
breaking up of your ground, you 
miss the secret of fruitfulness and 
blessing! 

Did you ever notice how many 
things God broke. up when He 
blessed men in the Bible? We are 
told three times concerning the 
five loaves and two fishes, when 
Jesus fed the five thousand, that 
Jesus “blessed, and brake, and 
gave the loaves to his disciples, 
and the disciples to the multi- 
tudes.” Blessed and brake! Bless- 
ing means breaking. God never 
smiles on a field as when it is 
plowed deep. God never rains 
righteousness upon a life in full- 
ness until it is broken up, broken 
deep. Break up your fallow 
ground! 

The pitchers that Gideon used to 
free Israel from the Midianites 
were all broken. Whole pitchers 
would not let the light shine that 
was inside. If God wants the pitch- 
ers.of our lives to be broken, then 
let’s offer them. freely, to be 
broken and be blessed’ and 
bring forth fruit. The lambs that 
were saerificed had to die before 
they could fulfill their destiny as 
pictures of the coming Lamb of 
God whose blood. should take away 
the sins of the world. 


God.had to break Moses, the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter, learned in 
all the knowledge of the Egyptians 
and high at court, Moses’ whole 
life was broken up. His wealth was 
gone, his honor was gone, his pride 
was gone, his friends were gone, 
his ambition was laid in the dust. 
Moses was broken before God used 
him. 

What a successful farmer Eli- 
sha, the son of Shaphat was, plow- 
ing his plantation with twelve yoke 
of oxen before him! But it was all 
broken up when God called him to 
be a prophet. He killed oxen for 
sacrifices and burned the plow and 
yoke for fuel and left all, his past 
life broken and gone, simply that 
he might pour water on the hands 
of the prophet Elijah and some day 
be used. of God! 

Jesus broke up the fishing busi- 


ness when He called Peter, James 
and John and Andrew to preach. 
It. was good-by to nets and prophet, 
good-by to father and ship if one 
were to follow Jesus and become a 
fisher of men. And Matthew, sit- 
ting at the receipt of custom, was 
a rich publican, making money 
hand. over fist, doubtless, when 
Jesus came by and said, “Follow 
me.” Jesus broke up his income, 
broke Matthew away from his 
friends and occupation. Oh, I tell 
you, it takes a breaking-up of the 
ground, if God is to find fruit in 
your life! 

The slave girl healed of her 
demon in Acts, chapter 16, lost her 
power to tell fortunes and God 
broke up the money-making busi- 
ness of her masters when He saved 
that soul. When the legion of dev- 
ils was cast out of the poor maniac 
of Gadara, our Lord almost broke 
up the hog business on that coun- 
tryside! It cost two. thousand hogs 
drowned in the sea, to put one 
poor sinner in his right mind, 
clothed and at the feet of Jesus, 
and to send him happy-hearted and 
glad back to tell his kindred and 
friends how great things the Lord 
had done for him. How foolish you 
are and how little you know of 
God’s way, if you think you can 
have a revival without a deep 
breaking-up in your life, if youcan 
have blessing and  fruitfulness 
without sacrifice and cost! No; no! 
If you want a revival, if you want 
to be near to God, if you want to 
win souls, if you want to bear 
fruit, then BREAK UP YOUR 
FALLOW GROUND! 


Our ease must be broken. We 
are too self-complacent. We are 
too well satisfied with ourselves, 
our families, our homes, our 
churches. God knows; it is Ifkely 
that many of you who read this 
do not count yourselves backslid- 
ers at all! It may be you are sat- 
isfied well enough with the few 
sheaves you gather, and few fish 
you catch, the occasional brand 
that you pluck from the burning; 
if any at all. That complacency 
and ease must be broken up, I' tell 
you, if ever you are to have the 
revival God has for you and to 


ete S| 


Above you see pictured the editor and his new grandson, John 


Walter Handford. 


The last week in August I was at Central Manor Camp in Mount- 
ville, Pennsylvania. “Brother Rice! You are wanted on the phone,” I 


was told. “Wheaton is calling.” 


The call was from Walt and “Libby” (Elizabeth is my third 
daughter and Walt Handford is vice president and general manager 
of the Sword of the Lord Foundation). “We just wanted to tell you 
about your new grandson,” Libby said. “And guess what we named 
him! John Walter, for his two grandfathers!” 

John Walter, on thirty-two hours’ notice, had just been adopted. 
For years Walt and Libby had prayed for a baby. And for over two 
years they had had in an application in Chicage with the Evangelical 
Welfare Ageney of which Dr. Harold Lundgnuist is the director. Now 
this lovely boy, six weeks old, was offered to them. In thirty-two 
hours he was in his new home; and I had a new grandson just like 


that! 
This 


ot was made in front of the Sword Book Room. John 


Walter is eleven weeks old now, and his grandfather is considerably 
older, but is feeling very young and happy. As the reader can see, when 
this snap was taken, John Walter had a very serious outlook on life, 
but he frequently has a very lovely smile. He is a good baby, is greatly 
loved by all the family and Sword workers, and we predict that God 
will lay His hand upon him for some great work after careful and 


godly rearing by his devoted parents. 
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‘bear the fruit that He plans for 
your life, 


It is one of the most terrible 
curses of the churches today that 
we are neither cold nor hot. In the 
words of the Saviour, in Revela- 
tion 3:15-17, we are told: : 

“...I would thou wert cold or 
hot. So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth. Because thou sayest, I wn 
rich, and increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thow art wret- 
ched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked.” 


We are content with crowds 
whether we have souls or not. We 
are content with sermons whether 
we have anointing from Heaven or 
not. We have socials instead of re- 
vivals. We have supper rooms, in- 
stead of upper rooms. We have en- 
tertainmenht when we ought to 
have agonizing. Fasting, prayer, 
confession, tears of repentance— 
these are out of date in the ave-' 
rage church. 


What shall we say for ourselves, 
we preachers? We please our 
churches very well! They pay our 
salaries very well! We dress very 
nicely. We read the best books. We 
stand well enough in the commun- 
ity, we think. But God knows that 
most of us preachers do not have 
the fire in our bones that Jere- 
miah had. We do not have the 
‘Woe is unto me, if I preach not 
the gospel!” that Paul had. Many 
of us have never had the coal of 
fire from off the altar of God 
touch our lips and cleanse us from 
our impurities. Oh, may God re- 
vive the preachers, of today! ‘To- 
bacco-using preachers,  picture- 
show-going preachers, nice, polite, 
well-fed, well-dressed preachers! 
Preachers with soft, flabby faces, 
with big laughs, with ready jokes 
on the street, with inoffensive 
ways, with cultured speech in the 
pulpit, but no fire, no tears, no 
compassion! We are preachers but 
not prophets! We preach Heaven 
but little of Hell! We raise money 
from men but we cannot pray 
down a revival from God! We area 
sfeek, smug, well-satisfied bunch, 
we preachers! No camels’ hair for 
us unless it be woven into the 
finest overcoat! No locust and wild 
honey. diet we live on the fat of 
the tand! No Philippian jail’ with 
beatings and stocks for us success- 
ful. modern preachers! No, the 
judges and bankers are members 
of our churches. We can get our 
traffic tickets “fixed” when other 
people would have to pay a fine. 


| No Mt. Carmel Elijah experiences 


‘for us. It is too sensational, and 
too dangerous! And besides, our 
voices will. never do to speak in 
the open air! Let the Salvation 
Army officers and the Pentecostak 
people hold their street services 
and preach from the back of 
trucks and over loud-speakers on 
the square, denouncing sin and 
calling men to repentance—but 
that is too fanatical, and too em- 
barrassing for us successful, mod- 
ern, college- and seminary-bred 
preachers! Godxin Heaven, wake 
up the preachers! 

Preacher brother, if you lead 
your church in revival, your life 
must be broken up, your hard 
ground broken, your hard will 
bent, your pride humbled, the 
fountain of your. tears. broken. 
Break up your fallow ground! 


Break Up Your Hearts 


To break up your fallow ground 
means to break up your heart! 
Strange as it May seem, one can 
break his own heart. One. can be 
burdened, can. be -penitent, can 
mourn over his sins, if he will. All 
spiritual @motions and acts that 
please God must come from the 
human will surrendered to the will 
of God. There is a moral quality in 
believing and it is wicked not to 
believe in Christ, not to believe 
the Bible, not to trust God to keep 
His promises. So we can set our- 
selves to seek God, to turn our 
hearts from sin, to afflict ourselves 
in godly sorrow for sin. James 4:9 
commands: “Be afflicted, and 
mourn, and weep: let your laugh- 
ter be turned to mourning, and 
your joy to heaviness.” In the same 
passage Christians are commanded 
to “submit” to God, to “draw nigh 

(Continued on page 12) 
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THE SWORD OF THE TLOPD 


Friday. Qetoher 9, 1954 


A letter September 27 from 
EVANGELIST CLIFTON W. 
BRANNON, 626 Electra St., Long- 
view, Texas, says: “We are in a re- 
vival in Spartanburg, South Caro- 
lina, and the Lord has already 
added 115 to the church. Praise 
His holy name!” 

* * * 


A United tent meeting was held 
in Beloit, Wisconsin, recently with 
EVANGELIST JOHN GAMBLE 
of Raleigh, North Carolina. The 
tent meeting chairman, Rev. Wen- 
dell Boyer, writes that many 
nights as high as sixteen churches 
were represented as the evangel- 
ist spoke to a full tent. Rev. and 
Mrs. Inor Basinger were in charge 
of the music. The chairman’s re- 
port spoke of “many conversions.” 

* * * 


A tent campaign was held in 
August in Camden, South Carolina, 
with Ralph M. Horne of Doerun, 
Georgia, as the evangelist. He re- 
ports 42 conversions and 12 rededi- 
cations. Les Nixon, an accordionist 
from Australia, was songleader; 
Mrs. Horne accompanied on the pi- 
ano. October 17-November 14 the 
evangelist and party are in two 
church revivals in Norfolk, Virgin- 
ia. : 

* * * 

EVANGELIST JACK SHULER 
and his team were in the high 
schoolauditorium, Bellingham 
Washington, September 5-19, two 
and-a half years after the Merv 
Rosell team was used of God 
mightily there. Even though the 
Crusade began Labor Day week- 
end the crowds soon filled the au- 
ditorium, and a $9,000 budget was 
raised in eight days. Thirty-five 
churches in and around this city of 
35,000 entered in the evangelistic 
effort. The report sent did not list 
the results of the campaign, for 
which we are sorry. But soon we 
hope to have word from the evan- 
gelist himself about the campaign. 

xk x x 

EVANGELIST PAUL E. WIL- 
HEIM of Clarksville, Arkansas, 
has just completed a most success- 
ful eight-day revival at Second 
Baptist Church, Victoria, Texas. 
Visible results were 12 additions by 
baptism, 10 additions by letter, 
1 addition by statement, 4 making 
profession of faith in Christ who 
did not unite with the church, and 
several backsliders restored. 

* *K * 


Sword Staff Evangelist ROB- 
ERT L. SUMNER recently was 
with Rev. Jack Oliver and his 
church in Port Huron, Michigan. 
There were 7 first-time decisions 
for Christ, and 21 joined the 
church, with nine baptisms the last 
Sunday of the campaign. 

x * * 


EVANGELIST RALPH M. DA- 
VIDSON of Coffeyville, Kansas, 
was recently with the First Regu- 
lar Baptist Church of Kansas City, 
where they saw 7 first-time deci- 
sions for salvation, 5 for church 
membership. The pastor, Rev. O. 
W. Stanbrough, writes that in ad- 
dition to the above, there was a 
real revival among his people. 

* * * 


Evangelistic services were con- 
ducted September 12-18 at the 
Salem Evangelical United Breth- 
ren Church, near Berwick, Penn- 
sylvania, with EVANGELIST 
JACK YOST presenting the Gospel 
message each evening in a forceful 
way. Many souls were enriched and 
ten’ definite decisions for Christ 
were made, according to Pastor J. 
A. Carle. A Rally of Youth on Sa- 
turday evening was well attended 
and proved to be very helpful. 


* * 8 


EVANGELIST CLIFF ROBIN- 
SON of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 


| ENCLOSE A LABEL! 


if you have to write us about a 
change of address, or to make a 
7 complaint, please enclose a label, It 
will help us to answer you speedily 


| 
A | ‘ and accurately. 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


was with the Fellowship Baptist 
Church September 13-26. The pas- 
tor, Rev.. Roy V. Wuest, writes 
that the church was_ greatly 
blessed and several were saved. 


THIS COLUMN 
WILL USUALLY BE BY JUDGES OF 
THE SWORD BOOK CLUB AND WILL 
BE SIGNED. 


BOOK REVIEWS IN 


GENIUS of GENEVA, by L. 
Penning, Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids 3, 
Michigan. 392 pages, $3.00 

The thoughtful world will regis- 
ter its sentiment and gratitude for 
this beautifully written, attractive- 
ly printed, popular account of the 
life and times of John Calvin. It 
combines wonderfully biography, 
history, religion, and politics. Few 
periods in history have been more 
turbulent than that in which Cal- 
vin lived and worked. The achieve- 
ments of this frail, intelligent, con- 
secrated Christian illumine the 
pages of the Reformation and are 
reflected in the political develop- 
ments of succeeding centuries. A 
most. readable volume. 

Dr, JOHN L. HILL 


John Calvin comes to life anew 
in this biography by a Dutch his- 
torian, excellently translated into 
English. The background of the 
Reformation is well presented, 
showing the unrest and religious 
turbulence, along with the intelli- 
gent ferment of the renaissance; 
and over against that background 
is excellently portrayed the life 
and ministry of the great French 
reformer. The story is well told 
with new insight into details of 
Calvin’s career. In this day of dog- 
matic assumption on the part of 
some, it is particularly important 
to be reminded in biographies of 
this kind, that the true Gospel was 
restored by the Reformation, at 
the cost of believers’ blood and 
tears. 

Dr. V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


12 SERMONS on the PASSION 
and DEATH of JESUS CHRIST, 
by Charles H. Spurgeon, Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rap- 
ids 6, Michigan. 152 pages, $2.50. 


Spurgeon is nearly always a 
soaring preacher, but he never 
soars so high as when dealing with 
the love and suffering of Christ. 
Here is great oratory, great homi- 
letics, and great passion met in 
twelve sermons which will thrill 
the heart, stimulate the mind, and 
enrich the life of the reader. 

Dr. Bos JONES, JR. 


These are sermons of the mighty 
Spurgeon—and that speaks for 
itself—SPURGEON! There are 
sermons on Gethsemane, Barrabas, 
and the cross. It is a large book 
in small type to make a handy- 
sized publication. 

EVANGELIST BILL RICE 


FARTHER INTO the NIGHT, 
by Mrs. Gordon H. Smith. Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rap- 
ids 6, Michigan. 247 pages, $2.50. 


This book of missionary adven- 
ture will hold the attention of 
young and old. Mrs. Smith writes 
in a personal way of her experi- 
ences and her family in French 
Indo-China, Every chapter has a 
personal appeal to the heart to 
give ourselves more fully to the 
work of spreading the ~ Gospel. 
Some of the chapters will break 
your heart. For example, the one 
entitled, “This Is Heathenism,” 
will not be forgotten. It tells the 
Story of a little girl having her 
six upper front teeth sawed off 
close to the gums. The author’s 
appeal says, “Will you let this 
heathenism go on, this Devil’s 
slavery? Will you sit by and do 
nothing? We dare not stand still. 
We dare not fail our tribe chil- 
dren. We must not let them down. 
Oh, the shame if we let them 
down.” This is a splendid mission- 


Hear Sam Morris 
November 7 


Sunday November 7th, the In- 
ternational Sunday School ‘lesson 


to be taught in churches through= 


out the nation will deal with the 
subject of beverage alcohol and 
world temperance. ~* 


Dr. Sam Morris of San Antonio, 
Texas, has scheduled a_ thirty- 
minute broadcast over the coast 
to coast facilities of NBC. He will 
speak on the subject: “Liquor— 
A Curse to America.” The broad- 
cast will be given from 6:00—6:30 
p.m., Central Standard Time. 


Dr. Morris is a_ nationally- 
known Baptist minister, the 
author and publisher of many 


temperance and religious books, 
and for twenty years the broad- 
caster of “The Voice of Temper- 
ance’ program advocating abstin- 
ence and prohibition. He is also 
co-founder and president of the 
Preferred Risk Mutual Insurance 
Company with home office in Des 
Moines, Iowa, a nationwide auto 
insurance company for non-drink- 
ing car owners. 


This will be the first time since 
the repeal of national prohibition 
that a national network has sold 
time for a public discussion of the 
highly controversial subject of pro- 
hibition. It culminates a fifteen- 
years’ struggle on the part of the 
temperance forces spearheaded by 
the late Henry M. Johnson, Attor- 
ney of Louisville, Kentucky, and 
Mr. Morris with the radio indus- 
try. Appeals to the networks 
themselves, the national Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, the Federal 
Communications Commission, and 
finally ‘to Congress at a hearing 
before the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee last 
May on the hearing on the Langer 
Bill to outlaw liquor advertising, 
when NBC and CBS both agreed 
to sell Mr. Morris time for abstin- 
ence and prohibition talks. 

The November 7th broadcast is 
presently scheduled to originate 
from Dallas, Texas, where a mam- 


moth afternoon temperance rally 


| 


is to be held in the First Baptist 
Church in celebration of the event. 


ary story and will certainly stir 
interest in the preeminent work of 
missions. 

Dr. LEB ROBERSON 


A BIRD’S EYE VIEW of the 
BIBLE, by Fred John Meldau, edi- 
tor of CHRISTIAN VICTORY 
MAGAZINE. A _ 64-page paper- 
bound pamphlet on “How to Un- 
derstand and Enjoy the Scrip- 
tures,” this very attractive pamph- 
let does give a good bird’s-eye 
view of the Bible. Its principal 
divisions, subjects and doctrines we 
think will be helpful. Price, 60c. 
Order from Christian Victory Pub- 
lishing Company, 2909 Umatilla 
Street, Denver 11, Colorado. 

JOHN R. RICE 


THE CHRISTIAN’S COMPAN- 
ION, arranged by Earl J. Edwards, 
This is a handy pocket edition of 
John’s Gospel literally loaded with 
helps for Christian workers. The 
author’s entire $5 course in soul 
winning, “Soul Saving Simplified,” 
is included in the notes of this edi- 
-tion. 


Highly recommended by famous 
soul winners, it is ideal for new 
converts, for untrained Christians 
desiring to win souls, for classes 
studying John, and many others. 
Preachers will find more sermon 
matérial here, perhaps, than in 
many cloth bound volumes of out- 
lines. 


It can be secured from the Pil- 
grim Publishers, P. O. Box 3070, 
Los Angeles 28, California, for 25c 
a copy, 5 for $1, or $18.25 per 
hundred. 


DR. DAVID HEDEGARD’S 

BOOK NOW AVAILABLE 
The 251-page book by Dr. David 
Hedegard of Sweden entitled, Ecu- 
menism and the Bible is now avail- 
able. The price is $2 per copy. Or- 
ders should be sent to Interna- 
tional Council of Christian Church- 
es, U.S.A. Office, Box 218, Collings- 
wood 7, N. J. Persons living in 
the sterling area may purchase 
copies at eight shillings each from 
Mr. George H. Fromow, 9 Miln- 
thorpe Rd., Chiswick, London W_4, 
England. Or copies may be ordered 
from the headquarters of the In- 
ternational Council of Christian 


(Continued on page 5) 


Temple Baptist church and Sunday 
church plants in America 


Dr. G. Beauchamp Vick, the 


to 15,200. 


jacent to the main lobby. 


in the Sunday school building take 


Detroit Church Opens 
2,000,000 Facilities 


Dedication services were held Labor Day week for the $2,000,000 


school buildings, one of the largest 


pastor, said the new plant was 


necessary because the church’s former buildings could no longer ac- 
commodate its membership which, in the last sixteen years, had grown 


The new church auditorium has an imposing circular front on 
Grand River. It is 280 feet long by 130 feet wide, with a seating capa- 
city of 5,200. The church offices, just off the 44-foot lobby, provide fa- 
cilities for the pastor, four church secretaries and seven full-time pas- 
toral assistants. Modern rest rooms, lounges and six nurseries are ad- 


In the three-story glass-inclosed Sunday School building, space is 
provided for 200 class rooms and 6,000 people. The church and Sun- 
day school buildings are connected with fifty-foot ambulatories, we 


the place of stairs. 


More than two and one-half acres of parking space is provided in 
the rear of the Sunday school building. 


As I have dealt with Christian 
people for many years, I have 
found that most of God’s~really 
born-again .people want to invest 
their money as the Lord would 
have them invest it. Sometimes 
they are deceived by ecclesiastical 
bosses, and sometimes they are im- 
posed upon by people who may be 
honest but who are not practical in 
their approach to the Christian 
program. It is my sincere opinion 
that Bob Jones University offers 
all real, honest-to-goodness, evan- 
gelical, orthodox Christians of all 
groups an opportunity to invest 
some of God’s money so as to bring 
results that should be satisfactory 
to all the different evangelistic 
groups. We fundamental, evan- 
gelical, evangelistic Christians 
may not agree about everything, 
but we do agree that the Gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation 
and that we ought to get the Gos- 
pel to everybody possible. Primar- 
ily this is the emphasis of Bob 
Jones University. Every student 
that goes out from here knows how 
to tell a sinner what to do to be 
saved, and the overwhelming ma- 
jority of our students have a real 
passion for souls. 


Now, if you are interested in the 
salvation of souls and in training 
Christian leaders to win people to 
Christ, you can afford to invest 
some of the money God has given 
you in the work of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. Remember, whatever you 
send is now divided in three ways. 
One-third of it is set aside for the 
direct spread of the Gospel to the 
ends of the earth. One-third of it is 
put into a special fund to help 
young people who are not able to 
pay all of their expenses to train 
for Christian work. One-third is 
set aside to erect more buildings 


to make room for more people that 


wish to train for soul-winning 
Christian work. So everything is 
clear, and we believe you ought to 
have and want to have a part in 
this work. So please let us hear 
from you. Remember to pray for 
Bob Jones University, and pray 
every day. I mean really pray. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
- BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C, 
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Here is a Christian's frank 
exposure of present day 

persecution of the Jews, 
What does this portend? 


The Fall and Rise 
of Israel 
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Ct ’ , 

(Cr ng 
“There was a little postage stamp 
No bigger than your thumb, 

But still it stuck right on the job 
Until its work was done. 

They licked it and they pounded it 
"Til it would make you sick. 


But the more it took a lickin’ 
Why the tighter it would stick. 


So friend, let’s be like the ReEtage 
stamp 

In playing life’s rough game, 

And just keep on a-sticking 

Though we hide our heads 
shame, 

For the stamp stuck to the letter 

"Til it saw it safely through. 

There’s no one could do better, 

Let’s keep sticking and be true.” 


in 


—The Samaritan. 


BOB BP. L*§$E”*§$LP” a aP~dP~diP~ 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. 


“You May Buy With Confidence 
From our Advertisers’’ 


Book Reviews 


(Continued from page 4) 


Churches, Singel 386, Amsterdam 
C, The Netherlands, at five guild- 
ers each, 

This notable book was first pub- 
lished in Swedish in 1953 by a 
publisher in Sweden. There it be- 
came the most discussed religious 
book in Scandinavia in a decade. 
Christian leaders on all sides took 
a stand regarding this book—for 
or against. 

At the request of the Interna-} 
tional Council of Christian Church- 
es Dr. Hedegard then translated 
his book into English, and the Eng- 
lish edition is a publication of the 
ICCC. Dr. Hedegard says: “The 
purpose of the book is to study the 
ideas of the Ecumenical Movement 
in the light of the Bible. A Chris- 
tian should examine everything.” 
Every informed Christian should 
have a copy of this important book. 

Dr. Hedegard is a_ vice-presi- 
dent of the International Council 
of Christian Churches, and a prom- 
inent leader in the Scandinavian 
countries. For many years a theo- 
logical professor, he received his 
doctorate from the University of 
Lund, Sweden, Where he was also a 
teacher. His book received a splen- 
did reception at the recent Con- 
gress of the ICCC in Aincrces age 


Faith or Feeling 


By Dr. Tom Malone 


“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life and 
Shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 


unto life.’—John 5:24 


We are constantly coming up 
against the problem of “feeling” 
in dealing with people who are 
desirous of being saved. 

It seems that it is one of the 
Devil’s greatest weapons in keep- 
ing people from coming to a place 
of confidence and assurance in 
their Christian experience. The 
Devil causes people to seek for 
feeling, and thus throws them off 
the track. 

Salvation is not by feeling; it 
is by faith. It is not by seeking 
an experience, but by accepting a 
Person. 


As long as the Devil can keep} 


the inquiring mind and the seek- 
ing heart struggling to arrive at 
a certain emotional experience 
rather than repenting and receiv- 
ing the pérson of Christ as a 
Saviour, he can keep that soul in 
darkness. 

Lét me say quickly that we do 
believe in what we sometimes refer 
to as “heart-felt religion,” ‘‘experi- 
mental salvation.” We believe in 
emotions and we know that every 
human being is an emotional be- 


“ing. God has given us the capacity 


to. weep, to laugh, to rejoice, but 
everyone is somewhat different 
emotionally. Some weep at a ball 
game, while others sit quietly. No 
two people are exactly alike emo- 
tionally. 

But the “feeling” or the joy 
comes from knowing that you have 
the person of Christ iv your heart 
and that you have been born again 
by His Spirit and by His Word. It 
is the result of being saved. 

Each time the word “feeling’’ is 
used in the New Testament, it has 
nothing whatever to do with a 
religious experience, and is always 
used (as far as human beings are 
concerned) in a bad sense rather 
than a good sense. 

For instance, in Ephesians 4:19, 
Paul speaks of people being “past 
feeling.” We need to believe what 
God has said in His Word and take 
God’s Word at face value. 

It would do well for us to read 
the experience that blind Isaac 
had with his twin sons Jacob and 
Esau. | 

Isaac went by feeling rather 
than by the word and was de- 
ceived. When Jacob came to blind 
Isaae, trying to make him think 
that he was Esau, he came with 


the skins of goats upon his arms to 


make himself a hairy mar like his 

brother. 
Genesis 27:22 

Isaac ‘felt’ 


shows us. that 
of Jacob and said, 


“The voice is Jacob’s voice but the 


hands are the hands of Esau.” 
He disregarded the voice and went 


by the’ feeling. He was deceived 
| and wrong. 


We must not go by feeling alone, 
but by the voice of God in His 
Word. 


In this wonderful verse (John 
0:24) Jesus makes it plain and 
clear that he who hears the Word 
and believes God HATH (a present 
possession) everlasting life, and 
shall not come into judgment. 


This is the deed or title to my 
salvation. I have the Word of the 
Son of God that I now am saved 
eternally and will not come into 
judgment. I am going by the voice 
—not by the feeling. 


Grand Prize- Winning 
Sermon, Twentieth 
Century Issues Facing 
Twentieth Century 
Christians” Yow 
\vailable in 
Pamphlet Form 


I know thousands of our readers 
will rejoice to learn that you may 
now get in pamphlet form Evan- 
gelist Robert Sumner’s message, 
“Twentieth Century Issue Facing 
Twentieth Century Christians.” 
Even though we printed hundreds 
of extra copies of THE SworpD oF 
THE LorD which carried this ser- 
mon, they were soon exhausted, and 
we were unable to fill orders for 
hundreds more. Because the re- 
sponse to this sermon on separation 
has been so tremendous, and the 
calls so great, we have coming 
off our presses several thousand 
copies ‘in a nice sized pamphlet, 
and at a cost which will enable 
readers to order in quantities. 


We knew the sermon was excel- 
lent; that’s the reason the judges 
chose it as the grand prize winner. 
But seldom do we have such re- 
sponse to a message in THE SworD 
as we had to this one. 

The price of this 24-page pamph- 
let is 10c each, 12 for $1.00, $7.50 
per- hundred (Add 5% of your order 
to cover postage and handling). 
Get your order in as soon as you 


receive this, and get the first) 


copies “hot off the griddle.” 

Send your order to Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, 
Tilinois. , 


sored by many. pastors 


Coming up in November 


and Christian workers, and everybody who 


wants to learn how to get 


answered, how to have soul- -winning power, 


how to know the Bible, how 


Note dates and places now, write for further announcement, and detailed program. Plan 


to attend. 


Pensacola, Florida 


November 17-20 


Daytime services in South Side 
Baptist Church, evening serv- 
ices in the large Brent Baptist 
Church. Speakers: Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Evangelist Hugh 
Pyle, Evangelist Bill Rice, Dr. 
John R. Rice. 


Panama Gity, Florida 


November 17-20 


the same time as above. The 
two conferences will be run sim- 
ultaneously. Speakers: Dr. Bob 
Jones, Dr. John R. Rice, Evan- 
gelist Hugh Pyle; Evangelist 
Bill Rice. 

Music at Pensacola and Pana- 
ma City will include the famous 
Eureka Jubilee colored singers 
of Chicago. 


Lakeland, Florida 


November 21-24 


in the City Auditorium, spon- 
and 
churches. 


Tampa, Florida 


November 21-24 


same date, in the City Audi- 
torium, Tampa. 

Speakers at these two con- 
ferences thirty-five miles apart 
include Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.,; j 
Lee Roberson, Dr. J. Harold 
Smith; Dr. John R. Rice; Evan- 
gelist Bill Rice, Evangelist Hugh 
Pyle. 

Special music by the Eureka 
Jubilee Singers, famous colored 
Christian musicians from Chi- 
cago. 


FREE BEDS FOR 
PREACHERS 


* In these conferences co-op- 
perating churches will ask 
‘members to supply rooms for [| 
| out-of-town preachers who 
attend the conferences. 
Churches would do well to 
send their pastors to such 
meetings for quickening of 
the spiritual life, for inspira- 
tion, and to bring back re- 
vival fires and new consecra- 
tion, inspiration, and new 
methods and plans for soul 
winning and for building a 
great church. 


— + 


Write for Detailed Program of the Conference You Are Interested in! 


Address John R. Rice, the Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Hlinois 


His Prayer 
Answered 


He asked for strength that he 
might achieve; he was made weak 
that he might obey. 

He asked for health that he 
might do greater things; he was 
given infirmity that he might do 
better things. 

He asked for riches that he 
might be happy; he was given pov- 
erty that he might be wise. 


-An aged Scotchman, while dying, 
was asked what he thought of 


death and he replied, “It matters | 2 


little to me whether I live or die. 
If I die I will be with Jesus, and 
if I live Jesus will be with me.’ 
Sel. 
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for preachers 
your prayers 


to win souls. John 


Famous Checkers (n 
Gword Coukerences - 


Here are famous evangelists and pastors of great soul- 
winning churches who will be heard at these Sword of the Lord 
and soul winning. 


‘tie 
ir. ioe 


Conferences on revival 


© Pr. Bob Jones, Sr., 
evangelist for more 
than fifty years, 
founder of Bob Jones 
University. One of 
the most moving 
speakers in America. 


© Pr. Lee Roberson, 
pastor of Highland 
Park Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga, with 
over 12,000 mem- 
bers. Baptized 1,296 
new converts last 
year. Has led the 
Southern Baptist’ 
Convention in con- 
versions for seven or 
eight years. Presi- 
dent of ‘Tennessee 
Temple Schools. 


® pr. J. Harold Smith, 
pastor of First Bap- 
tist Church, Fort 
‘Smith, Arkansas, 
widely-known evan- 
gelist and radio 
broadcaster and soul 
winner. 


© Evangelist Hugh 
Pyle, former. news- 
paper man, with suc- 
cessful and strong 
pastorates in several 
Florida churches, 
Youth for Christ di- 
rector, now assistant 
to Dr. John R. Rice. 


® Evangelist Bill Rice, 
Murfreesbero, ‘Fen- 
nessee, powerful 
evangelist, charming 
storyteller, has 
preached all over 
America, in Canada, 
and for months to 
gigantic crowds on 
the African mission 
field. 


© Pr. John R. Rice, 
editor, THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, 
evangelist in city- 
wide campaigns, 
with books and 
pamphlets reaching 
millions of people in 
twenty languages. 


your binder! 


mail to 


WHEATON, ILLINOIS 


-_ 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


~ea ws wes 


Try, if possible, to attend one or more of _ 
these great life-changing, heart-warming in-” 
spiring conferences put on by the Sword of 
the Lord;-directed by the editor, Evan geney. 


R. Rice. 


Bob J ones, Sr. 


Bill Rice 


Of course these great conferences and 
rallies are for the general public, and lay 
Christians will have their hearts warm- 
ed and blessed the same as preachers. 
Groups of young people should attend 
wherever possible. 


A Binder For 
Swords! 


Here 
binder for past issues of 


or taken out with the press of your hid Size 12y,x17% _. $5.00 | 
Only 59 binders left in stock! Order: immediately to assure ~ | ° 


Clip ad, attach $5.00, write name and address in space peavidedl then 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 22, 1954 . 


Editor’s Notes 


(Continued from page 1) 


for THE SworpD OF THE LorD in the 
United States is $2.50 per year. 
But for three years you need pay 
only $5.00 (the rate for Canada 
and foreign countries is $3 a year, 
three years for $6.50). Thus you 
save $2.50 by sending in your sub- 
scription for three years in ad- 
vance. You save yourself money, 
you save us making extra stencl 
sending you subscription blanks 
and reminders. Of course we are 
anxious to have a great block of 
thousands of subscribers who do 
not need to be renewed year after 
year. You will help us and help 
yourself if you will save that $2.50. 
Just send $5 to renew your sub- 
scription for three years. We will 
simply add on the three full years 
to your present expiration date. 
You will get the full value of your 
present date plus the saving of 
$2.50,in cash, and-plus the freedom 
from care in yhaving the matter 
settled for three full years ahead. 
It will certainly help us at this 
time. Send your subscription to 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


By the way, isn’t there some- 
one else you love enough to send 
$5 for a three-year subscription 
as a gift? It will make an ideal 
birthday present, anniversary gift, 
or a special token of affection for 
anyone. 


The Neglected Free Literature 
Fund 


Millions of copies of our Gospel 
messages have been printed and 
distributed in twenty languages 
through our Free Literature Fund. 
Literally thousands of souls have 
been saved in Japan, Korea, Spain, 
Portugal, India, Africa, Philip- 
pine Islands, and of course 
throughout the English-speaking 
world. People have become inter- 
ested in other matters and the 
Free Literature Fund is neglected 
and we have many, many calls for 
free literature which we cannot 
supply. Will you take this to heart 
and help us to supply these needs? 
I feel guilty in that I have been 
so burdened about the building 
fund, so burdened about the Min- 
ister and Missionary Subscription 
Gift Fund for THe SworD OF THE 
Lorp, that I have not given so 
much to the Free Literature Fund. 
However, I will today make as 
large a gift to the Free Literature 
Fund as I can. I hope you will 
do the same. Mark-your gift 
plainly for the Free Literature 
Fund and address your letter to 
The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, 
Illinois. I will thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for helping 
me to answer the cry of foreign 
missionaries, native workers, rural 
missionaries, and many, many 
others who depend upon us for the 
booklet, “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” in many languages, and 
for other free literature. Please 
help! 


Wonderful Sword Conferences 
in Panama City, Pensacola, 
Lakeland and in Tampa, 
Florida 


THE SworD OF THE LORD is spon- 
soring some great conferences on 
revival and soul winning in four 
Florida cities. Will you, who are 
within reach of these cities, make 
plans now to attend? 


November 17 to 20, conferences 
will be held in Pensacola and 
~ Panama City, Florida, simultan- 
eously. In Pensacola services will 
be held in the evening at the large 
Brent Baptist Church, and in the 
daytime at the South Side Baptist 
Church. In Panama City services 
will be held in Cove Baptist 
Church. Speakers will include Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr., Dr. John R. Rice, 
Evangelist Bill Rice, and Evan- 
gelist Hugh Pyle. The famous 
Eureka Jubilee Singers, colored 
singers, from Chicago will sing. In 
Pensacola, beds in private homes 
will be furnished free to preachers. 


November 21 to 25, from Sunday 
through Thanksgiving day, great 


_ simultaneous conferences will be 


held in Lakeland and in Tampa, 


. Florida. The conferences will be 


held in the city auditorium in each 
city. Speakers will ,include Dr. Lee 
Roberson, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Dr. 
John R. Rice, Dr. J. Harold Smith, 
Evangelist Bill Rice, and Evangel- 
ist Hugh Pyle. 


Again, the Eureka J ubilee Sing- 
ers of Chicago, the most popular, 


Communists Gained by W.C.C.C. 


(Continued from page 1) 


at that Assembly clergymen from 
Iron Curtian countries represent- 
ing communist controlled 
churches. These men to all intents 
and purposes were “communist 
clergy.” They accomplished their 
mission most effectively. 


I. What Communists Gained 


Let us enumerate what the com- 


nage clergy did and gained in 


e World Council of Churches 
in Evanston. 


(1) The communist clergy in- 
creased their strength in the pow- 
erful Central Committee elected 
to direct the affairs of the Coun- 
cil between assemblies. 


At the opening of the Assem- 
bly, Professor Josef L. Hromadka 
of Prague, Czechoslovakia, the 
world’s No. 1 communist clergy- 
man, and Professor Lazlo Pap of 
Budapest, Hungary, were on the 
Central Committee. Now, in ad- 
dition to these, from Czechoslo- 
vakia, Bishop Jan Chabada of the 
Lutheran Church was placed on 
the Central Committee. Chabada, 
according to the testimony of 
refugees, formerly high in church 
and government circles of Slo- 
vakia, has been a member and 
also an official in the Communist 
Party. This evidence, I may Say, 
was called to the attention of 
leaders in the World Council of 
Churches after Chabada’s name 
was placed in nomination and be- 
fore he was elected by the Council, 
but the leaders proceeded to have 
him elected anyhow. 


From communist Poland, Karl 
Kotula, leader of the Polish Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church and a 
communist collaborator, was also 
added to the Central Committee. 
The Polish Embassy in the United 
States, which is an outlet for 
communist propaganda, has re- 
leased a statement of Bishop 
Kotula praising the communist 
government and reporting the of- 
ficial resolution of his church de- 


and we believe the best, most 
heart-moving singers of all the 
colored groups of singers, will sing 
daily in these two. conferences. 
Other music: will be furnished by 
other Gospel singers. Daytime ser- 
vices in Tampa will be held in the 
Buffalo Avenue Baptist Church, 
the evening services in the City 
Auditorium. In Lakeland, all ser- 
vices will be held in the City 


| Auditorium, God willing. 


These conferences are full-scale 
SWORD OF THE LorRD Conferences 
on revival and soul winning. They 
will have the kind of program for 
which church people usually come 
from twenty to twenty-five states. 
They ought to move all of north- 
ern and central Florida. By all 
means, if possible, plan to attend 
some of the services. 


Save Money on Best 
Christian Books 


If you are a serious, reliable 
Christian who will buy at least 
four books a year, of your own 
choice, if you keep your obliga- 
tions, if you will reject promptly 
the first selection that you do 
not want, will pay invariably 
within seven days of receiving 
the book you allow to come, then 
we would like to save you money 
and help you. Members of the 
Sword Book Club get one big, 
clothbound book free when they 
join, another book free with every 
fourth book purchased. You get 
books postage free, get free the 
Book Club News every month 
which describes the best Christian 
books out. Please do not answer 
unless you are reliable, trust- 
worthy, a serious Christian who 
wants to’ be blessed through the 
Sword Book Club. Write for ap- 
plication blank and full informa- 
tion if you are a serious, depend- 
able Christian and want the bene- 
fits of the Sword Book Club. Ad- 
dress the Sword Book Club, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


Third Evangelistic Sermon 
Contest: Sermons Due 
December 1 : 


Again THE SworpD OF THE LORD 
offers $1,000 in prizes for original, 
unpublished, evangelistic sermons 
to be submitted and in our hands 
by December 1, 1954. Write for 
detailed instructions and rules of 
the contest, or see back issues of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 


fending the communists in their 
charges against the West. 


I charge tonight that the World 
Council of Churches and its lead- 
ers deliberately, knowingly placed 
these communist collaborators and 
ecclesiastical spokesmen for com- 
munism on their Central Commit- 
tee to assist in the governing of 
the Council. It is our conviction 
and, we believe, the testimony of 
the Christian Gospel, that such 
an act is a betrayal of the Chris- 
tian church. 


(2) The re-election of Hromadka 
to the Central Committee was a 
great victory for the communists. 


Hromadka particularly has been 
under fire because of his leader- 
ship in the communist cause. He 
has been recognized around the 
world as the leading Protestant 
spokesman for that cause. Profes- 
sor Matthew Spinka of Hartford 
Seminary, in his 56-page booklet 
dealing with Hromadka’s life, de- 
clares: ‘““The man of ‘whom I write 
is Joseph L. Hromadka, professor 
and at various times dean of the 
Comenius Protestant Theological 
Faculty of Prague, Czechoslovakia. 
He has been recognized the. world 
over as the principle Protestant 
defender of communism, and as 
such does not speak only for those 
Protestants in the communist- 
dominated countries who share his 
views, but for like-minded individ- 
ual Protestants anywhere.” 

This man, who represents and 
symbolizes the effort of clergymen 
calling themselves Christian to co- 
operate with and support the com- 
munist order, was vindicated by 
his re-election. It is to the dlis- 
grace of Evanston that it gave 
to the communist world, in the 
name of the churches, this vin- 
dication of their favored spokes- 
man. 

(3) The communist clergy ob- 
tained a platform in the name of 
the church on which to promote 
their line. 

Bishop Peter, while in Evanston, 
declared that a Christian could be 
a communist. Such a view has no 
place in any Christian body. When 
questioned concerning the persecu- 
tion of Christian missionaries in 
communist lands, he declared that 
he did not know of any-such cases 
which would properly justify such 
a question. At Evanston the pro- 
paganda line favorable to the com- 
munist world and its designs of 
world resolution was_ presented 
with respect to the Christian 
world in the name of the Christian 
church. This should never have 
been permitted. Under no circum- 


stances should the cloak of the. 


church and the respectability of 
the Christian pulpit be used to 
disseminate the communist line. 
Some protests were made. Two 
representatives of the suffering 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Estonia, living in America, asked 
the World Council to ignore the 
counsel of the delegates from 
communist satellite lands and de- 
clared: “These delegates were per- 
mitted to come to the Assembly 
only because they are collabora- 
tors with their Red regimes. We 
know that the Christian church 
in Hungary and in the other Red 
countries is controlled by the 
communist governments.” The 
church must draw some lines, and 
communist spokesmen have no 
place in any Christian group. 

(4) The communist clergy won 
for themselves at Evanston the 
respect of most of the people pres- 
ent, 

The Christian Century, in re- 
porting the Evanston meeting and 
speaking of these clergymen, said: 
‘No one in Evanston has seen any 
reason to doubt the Christian in- 
tegrity of any one of them.... 
most will be glad that they were 
here to bear before the World 
Council the testimony they bore.” 
When charges were made against 
them in the public press and the 
representatives of the Czech gov- 
ernment in exile presented their 
banners outside of the hall, public 
apology was made to the Iron Cur- 
tain men before all the Assembly 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

In view of the way in which 
these men have betrayed the true 
Christian church and have been 
responsible for the persecution and 
suffering of true Christians in 
their lands, they deserve the re- 
buke of all who honor the name 
of Christ and delight in the liberty 


wherewith Christ has made men 
free. Men unworthy of the Chris- 
tian church were honored as be- 
loved and respected brethren in 
the councils of the World Council 
of Churches. This is: what they 
wanted and what they won for 
themselves at Evanston. 


(5) The communist clergy 
secured the recognition of com- 
munist controlled churches on an 
equal level with non-communist 
churches. 


The churches which these men 
represented in Hungary= and 
Czechoslovakia have not merely 
collaborated, but are assisting in 
establishing the classless society 
of the communist order. Their 
presence in Evanston has estab- 
lished for the churches of the 
World Council the = fact’ that 


churches dominated by commu-. 


nists may, if they come in the 
name of Christ, receive the right 
hand of fellowship. A_ perversion 
of Christ’s name and a twisting 
of the church of Christ is used 
to*coyer up the diabolical design of 
communism .in capturing the 
ehurch. If any churches at all from 
Iron Curtain countries were to 
be represented, they should have 
been the churche§ in exile and 
which are suffering. The bringing 
of ‘the communist controlled 
churches*‘on to a level with the 
non-communist_ controlled 
churches actually furnishes an 
example of coexistence among the 
churches. So the argument runs 
that, if the churches can coexist 
and the barriers between the Iron 
Curtain and the outside can be 
spanned in the name of the church 
and of religion, so the nations, 
too, ought to be able to have 
peace and coexistence. 


(6) The communist clergy 
worked in the sections of the As- 
sembly for a position which will 
be favorable to Russia in inter- 
national affairs. 


In the section-on International 
Affairs, Hromadka championed co- 
existence, which, in effect, means 
nonexistence to the free world, 
and, though the actual word itself 
was eliminated in the final paper, 
words equating it were deliber- 
ately chosen. In the section on 
Social Questions, Bishop Peter was 


active for coexistence, and the}l 


draft of the document as it came 
before the Assembly actually de- 
clared that the churches were to 
create the condition that would 
make coexistence possible. These 
men received considerable help 
from others, too. The pastor of the 
host church, the First Methodist 
Church, Harold Bosley, called for 
coexistence.: Interestingly enough 
the communist Daily Worker 
featured this statement, quoting 
Bosley for coexistence. 


(7) The communist clergy took 
back with them actions of the As- 
sembly which will greatly 
strengthen their own hand in op- 
pressing Christians who would op- 
pose the communist program. 

The authority of Evanston will 
help crush resistance. 


When the report on Section ITI, 
on Social Questions, was _ pre- 
sented, Bishop Peter announced 
that the Hungarian delegation 
would support it. Peter himself 
had been in this section and had 


helped prepare the document. He 


referred specifically to the ques- 
tions which were asked concerning 
the attitude of churches in com- 
munist countries*® and said they 
would “initiate study on it” by 
their churches. It ‘is not at all 


improbable that he himself wrote | 


these questions. The answers had 
already been given by him in the 
report of the Hungarian Church 
Press, communist controlled, on 
Five Years of Hungarian Protes- 
tantism, 1945-1950! 

The Assembly in no way at- 
tempted to condemn the churches 
for collaborating with communism. 
The whole issue was dodged by 
simply asking questions and leav- 
ing the communist elergy and 
their countries to answer them in 


the light of their own collabora- 


tion. Thus Peter was happy to 
have such questions! The com- 
munist churches will answer them 
and circulate their answers 
throughout the World Council of 
Churches. 

Bishop Peter was also a member 
of the committee which prepared 
the ecumenical surveys in prepara- 
tion for the Council’s meeting. The 
committee was headed by Dr. John 
C. Bennett of the U.S.A. and Dr. 
C. I. Patijn of the Netherlands. | 


thrill at the lessons here to be le 


i] 

That is the section entitled, 
“The Christian Witness in Com- 
munist Countries.” It is divided 
into two parts—concerning those. 
Christians who collaborate with . 
communism and give their witness, 
and those Christians who do not 
collaborate with communism and 
who chose to suffer. Describing 
the Christians who collaborate, 
the report states: 


“Those Christians who believe 
that Christians must affirm the 
fundamental liberating forces in 
the communist social revolution 
emphasize the progress inherent in 
the social changes taking place in 
communist countries, 


“The Church, and each Chris- 
tian, is called to participate in the 
building of the new society, to 
build up an atmosphere of trust 
between church and state, to prove 
that Christians are not imperial- 
ist or reactionary. The Church 
must help explain and gain ap- 
proval for the measures of social- 
ization, and of the ‘battle for 
peace.’ Christians may not become 
ideological communists, but ac- 
cording to this view their place is 
in the mass organizations, perhaps 
even in.the Party.” 


It is highly significant that no 
word of condemnation is given 
concerning this position. It is pre- 
sented as a Christian position. 
Peter and Hromadka, represent- 
ing the viewpoint of collaboration, 
were in the “ecumenical fellow- 
ship” of the World Council of 
Churches in Evanston. Christians 
in their lands who did not collab- 
orate with communism were not 
permitted by the communist gov- 
ernments to leave. 


But Peter had his greatest vin- 
dication in the formal statement 
of the Assembly on Section III 
which, referring to his group, ex- 
pressed “our confidence in their 
loyalty to Christ.” The World 
Council said that Peter and his 
associates, in supporting the com- 
munist order, were loyal to Christ! 
The Assembly said: 


“Christians in communist and 
non-communist countries are 


(Continued on page 7) 
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called to hold each other in special 
brotherly concern: and ~ prayer 
across all barriers. Those of us 
in noncommunist lands affirm our 
unity with these churches in the 
ecumenical fellowship and_ the 
bond of the Spirit, and our con- 
fidence in their loyalty to Christ. 
We rejoice with them in the 
Christian witness which they make 
in these new circumstances and 
seek to understand and affirm our 
fellowship with them in their 
temptations and in their Chris- 
tian hope, for this witness and 
these temptations are _ relevant 
also to our social responsibility.” 

There is no doubt about who 
were in “ecumenical fellowship” 
—Peter, Hromadka, Pap, Chabada, 
Kotula, Bereczky. Their churches 
are members of the WCC. You can 
collaborate with communism and 
be loyal to Christ—the WCC say 
so. No wonder Peter wants his 
church to study the Evanston 
document! Who would not vote for 
such an expression of*confidence? 

There were some who said that 
a few communists at Evanston 
could be watched ‘and would not 
hurt anything, but it took only 
one in Section III, Bishop Peter, to 
bring forth this ringing announce- 
ment of confidence in all in com- 


~ munist countries who collaborate. 


They are loyal to Christ! 


It is also interesting to note 
that a brief statement was passed 
at Evanston concerning sympathy 
for those Christians who were suf- 
fering “in various parts of. the 
world, but no identification was 
made as to who they were, their 
circumstances, or the conditions 
under which they were suffering; 
and the communist clergy voted 
for it along with everybody else. 
All sympathize with “suffering 


‘Christians’ as long as they are not 


identified! 

(8) The communist clergy were 
successful in seeing that there 
were no strong denunciations or 
warnings concerning the infiltra- 
tion of communists into the 


_ churches. 


There were no warnings about 
the program of the Communist 
Party in using the church outside 
the Iron Curtain countries for its 


@ advantage. Apparently, there is no 
Heril to the church from commu- 


nism. or the designs of the Com- 
munist Party. At least, Evanston 
was silent on this theme, 


Undoubtedly, there were other 
accomplishments, but this summa- 
rizes in brief the main ends which 
were obtained by the communist 
clergymen when they were recog- 
nized as representing churches in 
good standing, though communist 
dominated. This one fact alone 
should be enough to let the Chris- 
tian people of the country realize 
that a serious condition faces us 
and something must be done about 
it. 


II. What Christians Must Do 
What then should Christians do? 


(1) Those who have already 
been alerted and are informed 
must take upon themselves in- 
dividually the responsibility of in- 
forming the Christian people of 
America. Every man must become 
a vigilante in behalf of the faith 
and freedom. Instead of the 
churches being the great bulwark 
against. communism, the World 
Council of Churches has taken the 
communist controlled churches 
into its bosom. But in truth, Chris- 
tianity has no part or parcel with 
communism, The whole system— 
politically," economically, ideologic- 
ally, every element in it—is of an- 
other world from that of the 
Christian faith and what it repre- 
sents. — 


(2) The Christian people of 
America must realize that 
churches are being used for ends 
and purposes which are not ac- 
cording to the Word of God. God's 
people must refuse to support 
financially or in any way an or- 
ganization -which makes possible 
such a perversion of the truth of 
God. 


Those of us who are not yet 
under the control of communism 
must realize that a church under 
the leadership of those who led in 
Evanston could operate very well 
under a communist regime in the 
United States, just as these church 
leaders in Hungary and Czecho- 


-Communists Gained by W.C.C.C. 


Slovakia are, as they claim, free 
to promote the work of the church 
in their communist lands. Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam could easily be 
a Hromadka. These fine distinc- 
tions between theology and eco- 
nomics, used simply as a screen 
to justify the acceptance of com- 
munists as Christians, are false 
and misleading. 


The connection of all this with 
the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
needs also to be seen. The same 
churches and leaders from the 
United States which are in the 
World Council of Churches arid 
which participated in Evanston 
are in the National Council in the 
U.S.A. 


(3) Christians must take their 
stand for true, pure Christian 
churches. There must be a cry 
and a call for complete separation 
of the churches and of God’s 
people from the World Council 
of Churches. There must be a call 
for the’ establishment and main- 
tenance of Christian churches 
which, in the glory of their co- 
operation one with another, will 
be consistent and militant in their 
opposition to communism. The 
world must know that there are 
Protestant churches which have 
no part or parcel with the com- 
munist demon. 


(4) In regard to the society in 
which God has given us liberty, 
the emphasis of the Christian must 
be upon a free society, not what 
was coined in Amsterdam in 1948 
and offered by John C. Bennett, 
“A Responsible Society.” This so- 
called “responsible society” as 
defined in Evanston is a collectiv- 
ist society and not the free society 
for which our forefathers bled and 
died. Let our emphasis ever be 
upon freedom and not upon the 
responsibility of the State to care 
for the: citizens. Let the empha- 
sis be upon the responsibility of 
the citizens to care for themselves, 
and to make sure that their State 
does not take possession of them. 


We need to say a word about 


the U. S. State Department. The} 


man who is responsible for the 
admission of these communist 
clergymen is the Hon. John Foster 
Dulles, Secretary of State. He re- 
commended that theyvbe admitted. 
The victories won by the commu- 
nist clergy at Evanston will be 
used in every section of the world 
to advance Red Russia’s interests 
and against the free world. Even 
the restricted visa which he gave 
these clergymen helped the World 
Council, for it obscured in a 
measure the full impact of just 
what these men are. What has 
happened at Evanston is actually 
designed to soften this country, to 
prepare it for the necessary com- 
promises and adjustments which 
will aid the Soviets’in their move 
for world domination. Our world 
is going down before the commu- 
nist tyranny. 

The seriousness of this threat 
to the American citizen cannot be 
overestimated. He must be alerted. 

The Protestant churches have 
an answer to Evanston; they have 
an answer to communism—and 
that answer is that communism 
must be exposed and resisted. An 
earnest appeal Must be made to 
the living and true God, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to deliver us from communism, 
to give our leaders strength and 
wisdom not to be deceived. Word 
must go back to those suffering 
in communist controlled countries 
that there are churches, preachers, 
people in the United States of 
America who repudiate the pres- 
ence of communists in Evanston, 
masquerading in their robes of 
purple and gold as representatives 
of Christian churches. 

We speak in the name of the 
suffering and the dying in these 
Iron Curtain countries. We speak 
in the name of those who lodk 
with a faltering hope toward the 
West and toward the United 
States for help and deliverance. 
The aims and policies of the free 
world and of our Government 
should be designed to assist and to 


hasten the liberation of these coun- 


tries, countries whose liberation 
we have been pledged to seek but 
which now in the name of peace 
and peaceful coexistence we seem 
to be forgetting. 


(The International Council of 


Christ’s Atonement. . . 


(Continued from page 1) 


upon its beauty, and a man in the 
audience arises and says, “I de- 
nounce that man as an imposter 
and a fraud. I challenge his state- 
ments. I was born in America and 
I never looked upon such scenes, 
and if you will return tomorrow 
night I will show it to you as I 
know it to be, for I was born in 
America and. have seen for my- 
self.” 


The two men almost came to 
blows, but. the audience couldn't 
determine who was right or wrong, 
so they reassembled the next night 
to test the veracity of the two 
men. The challenger flashed upon 
the canvas long coast lines, innum- 
erable inlets, and the tropical and 
the semitropical vegetables, or- 
ange groves, lemon groves, and 
the banana and grapefruit and 
great realms of lowlands. The man 
challenged him as a fraud and im- 
poster. They are both right and 
both wrong. They are both right 
as far as they went; neither man 
went all the way. The first man 
gave the Atlantic coast scene from 
Maine to Cape Hatteras, the other 
from Cape Hatteras, to Yucatan. 


God Almighty never undertook 
to give to this world a view of 
the plan of redemption in one pic- 
ture but in an endless series of 
views from the day that Adam 
and Eve ate the forbidden fruit 
and were driven from the Garden 
of Eden, on down until Jesus 
Christ hung bleeding on the cross. 


When I see the ten plagues 
sweep over the land;. when I.see 
the Israelites start out of Egypt 
under the leadership of Moses; 
when I see the waters of the Red 
Sea beating back; whén I see the 
waters bubble from the rock in 
the wilderness and the great 
flocks of quails come up and the 
lowing herds and the long razor- 
sharp knife in the hand of an 
high priest, down until Jesus cried 
on the cross, “It is finished,’ God 
was preparing, my friends, for the 
consummation of His plan of sal- 
vation in the gift of His only be- 
gotten Son, Jesus Christ. 


The atonement is the plan per- 
fected whereby a sinner might be 
made one with God. A sinner has 
no standing with God. A sinner is 
an alien in his attitude. An alien 
can claim none of the protection. 
A . sinner is not a_ citizen of 
Heaven; he is an alien and God 


‘will not deal in “mercy with that 


sinner until he returns through 
faith in the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ, then he can claim all the 
protection and _ friendship of 
Heaven. An alien cannot claim the 
protection of this government un- 
til that man becomes naturalized, 
then he can stand between the 
stars and stripes for the same 
protection that is accorded you 
and me. 


So a sinner is an alien and he 
must come to God. And so the 
atonement is the plan perfected 
whereby a sinner might be made 
one again with God, as we have 
laws whereby. an alien can become 
an American citizen, entitled to 
our laws and protection. 

I have sometimes imagined that 
when God said, “For in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die,” .the reason 
Adam and Eve did not fully under- 
stand is the fact that they had 
never seen any one die. They had 
never seen a man or woman from 
whom the breath of life had gone, 
therefore I imagine they. might 
have thought it separation. For the 
Bible says, “Your sins have sepa- 
rated between you and your God.” 
Let a man violate the laws, and 
the violation of that law separates 
him from God and he: can return 
only through Jesus Christ. But 
no sooner did they find them- 
selves sinners and naked than they 
made garments of the foliage of 
the tree with which to hide it 
and from that day to this, when- 
ever a man finds himself exposed 
to the wrath of a just and right- 
eous God, he has sought and is 
seeking through philosophy and 
culture and education, through 
science and all’ her postulates, 


Christian Churches is a_ fellow- 
ship of 54 Protestant denomina- 
tions working together in Chris- 
tian co-operation. The Third Plen- 


ary Congress of this Council was} 


held in Elkins Park, Philadelphia, 
August 3-12, 1954.) 


woven into her frail plans, to 
justify himself. But God looked 
down through their fig leaves, 
through their man-made _s§gar- 
ments; God looks through your 
philosophy and science and cul- 
ture. 


I, Atonement Means a 
Substitutionary 
Sacrifice 


God walked out into the fields 
and slew the beasts. He took the 
skins from their dead bodies and 
wrapped them around Adam and 
Eve, and from that minute until 
tonight, wherever a sinner has 
been screened and shielded and 
protected from the wrath of a 
just~ God, it has been’ by and 
through faith in the blood, even 
under the Mosiac Law. 


Under Mosiac Law one had to 
bring the “priest a turtle dove or 
a heifer or bullocks or ram pictur- 
ing the offering when Jesus Christ 
would die on the cross. God’s plan 
of salvation was only illustrated 
by the offering of the bullock and 
heifer and ram. Jesus Christ Him- 
self is the only atoning sacrifice 
and it is His blood that comes be- 
tween God and the sinner, and 
there is no way except through 
Jesus Christ. 


Infidelity Is Folly 


Oh, a man said to me out in 
Illinois, an old infidel, he said to 

e, “Bill, I don’t believe in atone- 
ment, in the doctrines of substitu- 
tion, in the innocent suffering for 
the guilty.” 

I said, “Why don’t you?” 

He said, “It doesn’t come up to 
my ideas of what is right.” 


“Well, if you have an idea con- 
trary to the Word of. God, I sup- 
pose God is wrong and you are 


right? Well, you are a big fool,” 
I said to him. 


So men go to Hell because cf 
their opinions. There are men in 
prison because of their opinions. 
The laws said one thing, and they 
acted another; they followed their 
opinions and that was contrary to 
the law, so they are there doing 
time. If they would have followed 
the law they could have been 
sitting here listening to me. 


So, you see the difference be- 
tween them. Now let me tell you. 
I've read,about everything that 
any man or women would read 
who values his time. I haven't 
read it all, won’t have time. I’ve 
read about everything that was 
ever written from the infidel’s 
standpoint against the doctrine of 
atonement and I am frank to tell 
you that I have yet to find the 
first argument that would ever 
stand the test of common sense 
and reason. 


Why, not long ago I read a silly 
infidel book by a silly infidel wo- 
(Continued on page 8) 
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in the light of the Bible. It was origi- 


nally written in Swedish and later 
translated into English. 
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Christ’s Atonement . . . 


——— 


(Continued from page 7) 


man and she proceeded to rip up 
the plan of redemption as revealed 
in the Bible. Then she proceeded 
to set up her theories and opin- 
ions. Lo, and behold, when she 
finished, if the little fool had had 
sense enough to go into any ortho- 
dox church, she would have heard 
the preacher dilating upon the 
same basic principles which she 
had advocated and she thought 
she found something new in the 
world to offer to the people. 


Why, there is many an infidel 
that is decent tonight; he is out- 
wardly moral and virtuous and 
honest in business, but his moral- 
ity and virtuousness and his hon- 
esty aren't due to infidelity; they 
are due to the restraining influ- 
ence of Christianity. A man can 
run away with another man’s wife 
and still be a consistent infidel. 


Innocent Suffer for Guilty 


I say to you, sir, that I find 
the rule of life that the innocent 
suffer with, and far more, than 
the guilty. 

The man I mentioned said: “I 
don't believe in the innocent suf- 
fering for the guilty.” 


I said to him: ““Then you haven't 
seen hfe as I have seen it or you 
wouldn’t talk like that.” 


I say it is the rule of life that 
the mnocent suffer with and for 
and even more than the guilty. 

Look at that old mother. She 
weeps and prays for the coming 
footsteps of him whom she brought 
into the world in pain and suffer- 
ing. She builded an iconoclast to 
her prayers and tears and when 
at last he staggers and reels and 
vomits and spews and mutters and 
sputters and falls into her arms 
and presence, to damm her for 
her just rebuke of his infamy, 
and then he reels and stag- 
gers to his bed and he is snor- 
ing in his drunken stupor, filthy 
in his excrement, she worries all 
night long and wets her pillows 
with her tears of anguish, wrung 
from a  brokenheart, while -he 
snores in his drunken stupor. Who 
suffers the most? That drunken, 
bloated loafer, sleeping off a drunk 
or that innocent, brokenhearted 
mother, praying for her drunken 
boy? 

You only have to be unfortun- 
ate enough to be the mother of a 
drunken wretch like that to know 


or the mnocent. So don’t you 
charge it up God to be a piece 
of ‘foolishness to have His Son 
suffer for us reprobates, the sin- 
ners. 

Léok at that young wife. She 
prays and waits and longs and 
hopes umtil fhe small hours of 
the morning waiting for the com- 
ing footsteps of him whose name 
she bears, whose image is woven 
into the fibre of her heart, who 
swore to love, Honor, cherish, and 
obey as long as the sky was blue. 
When at last he comes into her 
presence stamped with the foul 
stench of his unfaithfulness and 
his sin, look at her eyes bloodshot, 
look: at her lips become ashen, look 
at her cheeks become anaemic. 
look at Ker form totter and reel! 

Who suffers the most, that in- 
nocent, virtuous, pure wife, who 
has been true to him as she 
swore to honor at the wedding, or 
that infamous, God-forsaken, 
white-livered, weasel-eyed, black- 
hearted, rapacious, mendacious 
‘buffalo’? Who suffers the most, 
the innocent or the guilty? 

Oh, hear me. You only have to 
be unfortunate enough to be yoked 
up to a God-forsaken, triple extract 

_of Hell like fhiat to know who suf- 
fers the miost, the innocent or the 
guilty, and I have your agreement 
right now. It is the rule in life that 
the innocent suffer with and far 
more than the guilty, and if you 
repudiate Jesus Christ because He 
was the Innocent suffering for the 
guilty, God have mercy on you. 

This incident occurred in the 
Chicago police court some years 


charge of vagrancy and brought 
before the magistrate to be sen- 
tenced. A letter which he received 
from his wife was produced as 
evidence. It said: 


“Husband, I hope you will not 
have far to go and long to look 


until you can get work again. 


What little money you have left 


food. Tom sells a few papers and 
I do get a little work once in a 
while, but people don’t care to 
have a woman around with a sick, 
crying baby...” and it went on 
as only a woman could write. 
Eyes, unused to tears, in that 
court wept. The judge himself 
brushed the tears from his eyes 
and said: 


“T have no alternative in this 
matter, but you can all see that 
no man lives unto himself alone. 
Others have to suffer for our 
wrongdoings or rejoice in our 
righteousness, so I send the man 
for three months into Rridewell.” 


Who suffers the most, that man 
or that poor, brokenhearted, dis- 
couraged mother in a distant city 
with nothing but her frail body 
between the brood and the poor- 
house? You only have to be un- 
fortunate enough to be 4 mother, 
with a little brood clinging to your 
skirts crying for bread, with a 
drunken father to know who suf- 
fers the most. 


So, it is the plan of all plans 
that we see exemplified every day, 
that the innocent suffer with and 
far more than the guilty. From 
the fall of man in the Garden of 
Eden until now, I see no possible 
surcease from sorrow until the 
coming of Jesus Christ. It has 
been and is the rule that the in- 
nocent suffer for the guilty, so 
don’t you charge the plan of sal- 
vation with being a piece of fool- 
ishness on God’s part unless you 
are a fool, an idiot, or donkey— 
all three are gross flattery at 
that! 


Salvation to any one who rejects 
Jesus Christ is impossible. Out of 
Christ there is no mercy and 
there could be none, and if there 
were mercy out of Christ, then 
Jesus Christ died in vain on the 
cross. If salvation could have been 
attained otherwise than by the 
death of Jesus then all He went 
fhrough was useless. If I could 
Save myself by my culture and 
morality and my philanthropy, 


into the world to die. 
It was perfectly need- 
less, if I ean save my- 
self and if salvation 
is to be gotten by 
some way other than 
through the faith of 
Jesus Christ; it was 
useless for Him to 
come and suffér. 


in any other way. 

According to the Bible, men aré 
saved because they accept Jesus 
Christ and men aré lost, not be- 
cause they are worse than others, 
but because they reject Jesus 
Christ. And our sins, to be for- 
given, must be conveyed some- 
where, and God laid our’ iniquity 
on Jesus Christ. So I accept the 
one who bears my guilt and that 
lets me eseape. And if the world 
would be firmly convinced that 
Jesus Christ: is the Son of God 
and accept Him, outbreaking sin 
would instantly cease. No man 
would stagger home drunk; no- 
body would lie and defame an- 
other’s character. I come tonight 
to present to you the only power 
that can set you free from the 
sins which hold you an wnwilling 
prisoner, chained to your evil 
habits. I can’t imagine fhe possi- 
bility of anybody with ordinary 
intelligence entertaining the least 
doubt about Jesus Christ being the 
Son of God.. 


And if I were the only man in 
the world who believed in Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God, that 
belief would be all the evidence 
that I needed for myself—it 
wouldn’t make any difference 
what you believed. So overwhelm- 
ingly is the evidence on the side 
of Christ that it is impossible 
for anybody to deny that Jesus is 
the Christ without committing in- 
tellectual and moral suicide. 


I know a@ world that is sunk in 


shame, 

Of hearts that are sick and 
tired; 

I know of a name, a beautiful 
name 


That can set the world on fire. 


And that can cleanse every sin- 
ner and make every drunkard 


Jesus Christ need not Nave come! . 


There is no salvation “yp 


you that name tonight—Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 

Someone has said: 

“Give me all the gold of the 
earth and I will weld a scepter 
for Him. Give me all the moun- 
tains of the earth and I will build 
a throne for Him. Give me all the 
stars of the night and I will weave 
a garland for His brow.” 


If, Atonement Demands Blood 


Now the blood stands for sev- 
eral things. First, for poured-out 
life. Your life is in your blood. 
Draw the -blood from your veins 
and arteries and you are dead, a 
lifeless lump. 


When it is charged upon us that 
our Bible is a “bloody Bible’ and 
our Gospel is a “bloody Gospel” 
and this world is a bloody world, 
I have never apologized and, so 
help me, God, I never will. You 
take the blood of Jesus Christ out 
of the plan of atonement, and that 
Book we call the Bible won’t be 
worth the paper it is printed on. 
You take the blood out of your 
body and you are dead, a lifeless 
thing. It is the blood that gives us 
life and it is the blood of the 
atonement that gives the Christian 
religion life. Without that we have 
nothing to offer to the world. 


That is why a lot of preachers 
are failures—they are preaching a 
lot of tommy-rot, poppy-cock, 
nonsense. They think they have an 
improvement over the blood of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God! 

Whatever the blood touches it 


SR 


ll fight till Hell freézes over.” 


rédeems and as long as the blood 
is On the mercy seat the sinner 
may return. I am not like an in- 
fidel who came to me out West 
and said: 

“Bill, I don’t like your slaugh- 
house religion.” 

I said, “You godless old repro- 
bate! If your old carcass is ever 
kept out of Hell, it will be by 
repentance and faith in what you 
sneeringly term this. slaughter- 
house religion. There has never 
been a sinner that has ever been 
saved in any other way and never 
Will be.” 

I don’t blame the people half 
as much as I blame a lot of quacks 
who call themselves preachers. 


Now, the blood of Christ stands 
for redemption. We are not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, 
such as silver and gold, but by the 
precious blood of Christ. You are 
not redeemed by your culture; 
your philanthropy, your education. 
We are redeemed by the blood 
of Christ. 

Now, listen! Redemption is more 
than salvation.- When Jesus died 
on the cross He redeemed man- 
kind; the price was paid for every- 
body, but everybody won't be 
saved. And the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation is an infernal lic. 
It crawled out of the pit of Hell. 
While everybody has been re- 
deemed, everybody won’t be saved; 
but redemption will avail you 
nothing if you refuse and reject 
Jesus Christ. 


- Jesus Christ died for every tav- 
ernkeeper and every ‘thug’ and 


died for all and redeemed all, but 
all will not be saved, for all will 
not accept the redemption. They 
will go to Hell. 


So, redemption is more than sal- 


sober and every thief to steal no 


has been spent for house rent and 


more, and I am presenting: to 


vation. While redemption was for 


| bird and I came along and gave 


every murderer and prostitute. He 


those who will accept redemption. 
So salvation is not universal. It will 
be if everybody will accept re- 
demption. They all can be saved 
if they will. The vilest sinner has 
been redeemed. Redeem means ‘“‘to 
buy back,” and so we have been 
bought back. You Christ-rejecting 
thief, you are withholding from 
God what rightfully belongs to 
Him by virtue of purchase with 
the blood of His only begotten 
Son, and I am glad to put my fist 
under your nose and tell you you 
are an old thief. You are not a 
man, you haven’t got a spark of 
womanhood, or manhood in you, 
if you haven’t surrendered to God 
what Jesus Christ paid for in His 
own blood. 

One day in Chicago when I quit 
playing baseball and was in the 
YMCA, I was going west on Madi- 
son Street, and-out in front of a 
Japanese grocery store, between 
Dearborn and Clark, I met a com- 
pany of newsboys, and one of 
them had something in his hand. 
I walked up and peeked in and 
saw a fledgling of a sparrow. 

I said, “Aw, let it go.” 

He said, “What’s the matter 
with you, you guy?” 

I said, ‘“‘Give it to me.” 

He said, “I should say not.” 

I said, “I will give you a penny 
for. it.” 

He said, ‘Nothin’ doin’.” 

I said, “I will give you a nickel 
for it.” 


He said, “I’m from Missouri; 
me see the dough first.” 
So I dug up a nickel, and he 


let 


said, “Well, that looks good to 
me,” and he said, ‘‘Give it to the 
guy there.” 


I handed the nickel to the boy 
and said to the kid, “Give me the 
bird: he’s got your money.” 

He gave me the sparrow and 
I let it sit on my hand. It started 
and labored and plunged and 
tossed and pitched and struggled 
and by and by it reached the win- 
dow ledge on the second story of 
the Japanese grocery Store. 
There it sat and several spar-| 
rows in bird lore seemed to be 
saying, ‘““‘Thank you, Bill.” 

The kid said, “Say, you chump, 
what did you let the bird go for; 
why didn’t you chuck him in the 
sewer?” 


I said, “Boys, the Devil has you 
in his hands like you boys had that 


you the nickel. The bird was mime, 
so I could do whatever I pleased 
with it. I wanted to let it go and 
I did. Jesus came into the world 
and died on the cross and He paid 
the price for our souls, so we all 
belong to Him. When you got my 
nickel the bird was mine. Now I 
have bought it back.” 


Redemption means to buy back. 
Jesus paid the price. Don’t be a 
fool, give Him that which be- 
longs to Him. We are redeemed, 
not with corruptible things such 
as silver and gold, but by the 
precious blood of Jesus Christ. It 
stands for God’s hatred of our 
sins. 


Ti. No Answer, No Remedy 
for Sin but Christ’s 
Atonement 


Now a skillful man can argue 
against the validity of the Scrip- 
tures and if you are not rooted 
and grounded in faith, doubt will 
seem more reasonable to you than 
faith. I am going t6 say something 
that may startle some of you. 
Listen, now! If I hadn’t been four 
years under the care and instruc- 
tion and guidance of men who be- 
lieved the Bible -was the Word of 
God and Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God in the formative period of my 
Christian manhood, I am afraid 
I'd be standing here tonight 
preaching infidelity to you instead 
of Christianity. One of the men 


me. 
So, here, I say, if I had not 


ed my thought, I might be preach- 


the Bible and have said, 


everybody, salvation is only for 


who guided me in my younger 
days was Chapman, who helped 


been under the instruction of men | 
who believed and knew and guid- 


ing infidelity instead of Christian- 
ity. But to the day I die, I'll never 
cease to praise God for the men 
who believed in Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God and thank God, it was 
before my eyes ever fell upon Bob 
Ingersoll. I have read everything} 
he ever wrote and I have taken it 
and laid it down by the side of 
“Either 
Bob perverted that through ignor- 


ceive of a man with the intelli-~ 
gence he possessed being such a 
fool.” ; 


1. Sin Leads to Wretchedness 


You can argue against the Bible, . 
but you can’t argue against sin. 

Sin is in the world and all the 
damnation and misery that comes 
from sin. You ean argue against 
God, Jesus, Heaven, Hell; you can 
say that death is an eternal sleep; 

you can argue against all that, 
but you can’t argue against sin. 
It is in the world, and all the 
misery, sorrow, anguish, heartache, 
all the murder, outrage, and all 
the war, and all that curses and 
ruins and damns and infests and 
blights like a pestilence, all the 
insomnia—all is caused by sin. 
That is what damns the world. 


We are only asking men and 
women to flee from the thing 
that curses their lives. I think you 
forget all of it when you refuse 
to be a Christian and live for 
Jesus Christ and for His truth. 


the corner of LaSalle and Wash- 
ington Streets, in front of the 
Chamber of Commerce, talking 
with a man bout religion, when 
up from the east dashed a patrol 


the remnants of them, bleary- 
eyed, bloat-faced, ragged, stagger- 
ing, drunken sots and I _ said 
“There it is now, just what we 
are talking about.” 

Sin—you can’t argue against 
sin. From the west dashed up an- 
other patrol opposite the city hall 
and they dragged out three wo- 
men, hair disheveled, eyes blood- 
shot, clothing hung in rags and 
the worst vileness, profani#¥, ob- 
seenity you ever heard pouring 
from their lips. I said, ‘There it is 
—-sin. You can’t argue against sin.” 


2. Sin Leads to Death 


Going to work one morning in 
Chicago I was walking east on 
Jackson Boulevard and I came to 
the Chicago River, thé bridge that 
spanned the river. I saw about 
150 men and women on the east- 
ern approach to the bridge and on 
the eastern end of the bridge and 
they were leaning over and look- 
ing down into the river. and I 
heard voices below. 

My curiosity was excited like- 
wise and I looked over and saw 
a floater—a dead body in the 
river. The police were down there 


it into the clothing of the dead 
man and dragged his body to the 
bank. The pockets were turned 
wrong side out, two purple holes 
were ir! the temples where a .32- 
calibre bullet had crashed in; a 
great rent in his shirt front where 
they had torn out the diamond; 
his watch chain dangling where 
they had torn the watch off and 
left the chain dangling. 

I did not say democracy or re- 
publicanism; I did not say protec- 
tive tarrif or free trade; I did not 
say municipal ownership; I did 
not say single tax nor gold stand- 
ard. I looked back of all labor, all 
difficulties between capital and 
labor: I looked back of all rational 
questions, all political, back of all 
national, back of all imdividual, 
and I saw one word—S-I-N! 

Sin fired the pistol; sim flung 
the club; sin ripped out the dia- 
mond; sin dumped that man into 
the river. God pity you, you can't 
argue against sin. You ean argue 
against the Bible, Jesus Christ, 
and Heaven and Hell, but you 
can’t argue against sin. 


3. Sin Leads to Debauchery 


When I am in Chicago, which 
isn’t often, and when I am in 
there at night, which is less, there 
is one place I always go to; that 
is the old Pacific Garden Mission 
where, thirty-four years-ago, one 
dark, stormy night, I found Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour. 

I was there sometime ago; I had 
spoken, and I felt tired and weary. 
I turned to Nell. and said, 

“Nell, let’s walk home, it won’t 
take us long and it will rest me to 
get out in the air and keep away 
from the crowd.” 


So we stepped out-on Van Buren 
and walked west to Clark. We 
turned north on Clark Street a 
block to Jackson Boulevard, and 
when we reached the foot of La- 
Salle Street, the clock in the tower 
struck ten, I said, 


“Nell, it’s 10 o'clock. Wouldn’t 
you like to go down to the Har- 


ance or desire, but I couldn’t con- 


(Continued on page 9) 
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son police station. They are 
punding up the human derelicts. 
ey are just bringing them in.” 
It’s 10 o'clock. The Devil, like 
e beasts of prey, stalks forth 
when the sun goes down, when 
jJarkness settles over’ this old 
parth. | 


Foul vermin 
ggle and crawl our streets. 
Midnight on the earth is midnoon 
n Hell. New York asleep, Chi- 
ago asleep, Pittsburgh asleep, 
eveland asleep, Denver asleep, 
St. Louis, San Francisco, Los 

geles—all asleep. | 


Now the demons of the pits are 
holding high carnival. Debauchery 


awake; oh, all the vileness that 
jJamns the world is awake. Now 
e banquet of old Bacchus; now 
you can hear the click of the 
gambler’s chips; now champagne 
and wine sparkle; the beer foams 
over the lip of the cup; now, oh! 
sten to that—the voiced shrieks 
pf loathsome blasphemy. Old 
Jezebel spreads her nets and old 
Delilah shears the’ locks of the 
young Samsons, who like fools rest 
their beards in her lap. 


Music is in full blast around the 
hotels, around the theaters, around 
the restaurants, around the caba- 
rets, around the fan-tan dives and 
around the opium joints, stale 
beer joints—both sexes that hiber- 
nate and congregate in the cess- 
pools of iniquity and SURES 
of filth and damnation. 


O, police, flash your lantern! 
You can’t make me believe but 
that all those peals of laughter 
and jest rival the pit of Hell for 

eir despair, for that sound doesn’t 
come from hearts pure, noble, 
happy—but from lips whose hearts 
are black and vile and are the 
nests of all that it cursed. 


“It is 10 o'clock, Neil. It is 10 
o'clock. Wouldn’t you like to go 
to the Harrison:street police sta- 
tion?” 

“Tt’s 10 o’clock. Yes.” 

We went back and I said to my 
friend, Ted Larkin, the desk 
sergeant (I used to give him 
passes to the ball game), “Ted; 
the Missis and I would like to go 
below.” -” 

He called a plain clothes man 
and said, “Jack, stay herein my 
place a little while.’”’ The sergeant 
came with us. 

We went down and there were 
fifteen or twenty men piled up on 
the stone floor, nothing but news- 
papers for a bed. I said, “There 
it is—sin, sin.” 

We walked on and stopped in 
front of a cell and there stood a 
man nude to the waist, his body 
Was covered with great carbuncles 
of black, purple, green, and yel- 
low. His hair matted and his eyes 
bloodshot, and vermin was wigeg]- 
ing over him, and I said. ‘“Ted, is 
he nuts and bughouse?” 

He said, “No, he is a coke fiend. 
It is dope.” 

My God, it is almost hopeless 
when dope sinks its fangs into you. 
A fellow may break away from 
the booze game and win out, and 
if he is a thief he may, in some 
cases, become square, but there 
are mighty few of them that ever 
get away from the grip of dope. 
I said, “Will you give him dope?” 

He said, “We will have to or he 
will die.” 

And the doctor came with the 
hypodermic syringe and _ shot it 
into his arms and he cooed like a 
baby tugging at its mother’s 
breast, I said, “There it is, now, 
sin.” You can’t argue against sin. 


4. Sin Leads to Baseness 


We went on. There was a cell 
about as long as my platform but 
a little wider. In it were fourteen 
girls with the dew of youth on 
their brows. Some of them didn’t 
have clothes enough on them to 
make a pad for a crutch. They 
Were so beastly drunk they could 
not stand and one of them leaped 
. to her feet, seized what had been 
the remnants of a silk waist and 
bought with the price of her 
shame and used the worst profan- 
ity and obscenity that I ever 
heard. I have heard men curse 
and damn, but I think when those 
_ girls were blaspheming and sneer- 
ing, all the devils in the pit of 
Hell stopped their ears and cried, 
_ “Enough! Enough! Enough!” 


|. Tf said, “There it is, sin! Sin!” 


Christ’s Atonement . . . 


in human form 


is awake, lust is awake, murder is | 


You can’t argue against sin. It’s in 
the world—you can’t get away 
from it. 

A young man came into the 
YMCA when I worked there. I 
said, “Hello.” 

“Good morning, sir,” 

“How do you do?” 

“What is your name? I am glad 
to meet you.” 

He had a letter to the YMCA 
secretary of Chicago. ‘This will 
introduce James O’Toole, who is 
coming ,to America and Chicago 
to win fame and fortune. We’d be 
glad if you could give him a little 
protection and advice in a strange 
country and city.” 

I said, “Jim, my name is Bill.” 

He said, “Have you got any 
good boarding houses?”  . 

I said, “Yes.” So I gave him the 
numbers and said, “Jim, let me 
know which one you select.” 

So he notified me he had 
selected one on LaSalle Street on 
the north side. I was sending out 
a letter inviting the homeless 
young men to come to our annual 
banquet. Jim had received my let- 
ter and had gone with some men 
to bathe in Lake Michigan and 
in diving from the pier his head 
struck the bottom of the lake and 
he broke his neck. They dragged 
his body onto the shore and sum- 
moned the police. The police found 
my letter and they notified me to 
go to the Cook county morgue 
and claim the body. So I hurried 
to the Western Union, sent a 
cablegram to his mother in Belfast, 
jumped on the street car and hur- 
ried to the morgue. 

I put a claim in for his body. 
They said, “We will keep the body 
for two months and if that isn’t 
enough just let me know and we 
will stretch it for another month.” 

I was getting ready to turn 
away, 
hearted mother across the sea, 
when up dashed the patrol and 


he said. 


took out a body of a woman. Her 


hair was like a raven’s wing; large, 
lustrous, brown eyes; her lips 
looked like coral and her teeth 
like ledges of pearl and snow drifts 
of the Artic; her. symmetry of 
form was attractive. I looked at 
her fingers and they were long 
and the nails. were manicured. I 
looked at her garments and they 
were of the finest of texture. I 
looked and staggered back as I 
recognized the mute evidence of il- 
licit affection. Going to be the 
mother of an illigetimate child, 
she had ended it and they had 
fished her body out of the river. 

As I stood and looked upon her 
as they laid her on the marble 
slab and the water dripped, drip- 
ped, dripped. I looked into her 
face. Oh! it seemed to me from 
every broken home, from every 
blighted life, from every haunt of 
sin, from every wecked virtue, 
from every stale beer joint, from 
every prison cell, from every death 
house, from every home of squalor 
and of want, from all of the 
scourges of humanity cursed by 
sin, there arose up to Heaven one 
endless protest, “How long?” O, 
God, how long shall Hell curse and 
crush and trample humanity and 
damn the lives of men? 


Oh, you old reprobate, you can’t 
argue against sin. You can argue 
against the Bible, you can argue 
against’ Jesus Christ, but not 
against sin. It is in the world and 
the only power that will set you 
free from its curse is faith in 
Jesus Christ—that’s your only 
hope. | ‘ 


IV. What Christ’s Blood Does 
for a Sinner 


I don’t understand you. I would. 


think a lot of you, if you would 


have jumped to your feet and be 


down the way here now and 
wouldn’t let me kill myself preach- 
ing. When the children of Israel 
were getting ready to leave the 
Egyptian bondage they sent word 
out. 

“Get ready! Kill the sacrifice. 
Tonight the angel is _ going 
throughout the land and he is go- 
ing to kill the firstborn in every 
home where the blood isn’t on the 
doorpost.” 

I hear two Jews talking shail 
it. 

“What is this I hear? Are you 
going to do it?” 

“I should say I am. Don’t you 
hear that lamb bleating. I am 


thinking of that broken- | 


waiting for the hour of. evening 
sacrifice. I’d no: more go to bed 
tonight without the blood on that 
doorpost, for I don’t want to lose 
my boy. ” 

He turns to the other jew. but 
he says, “I should say not, If I 
put blood on there I’d have to 
scrub it off tomorrow. I believe 
what is to be, will be, and so I 
am not going to do it.” 


Here stands an Egyptian. He lis- 
tens to this colloquy between these 
Jews. He says, “That’s a great 
God they worship.” 


He says, “I think I. will do 
that,” and he kills the sacrifice 
and puts the blood on the door. 


That night the angel drew his 
sword, the gates of Heaven swung 
open and he made his way to this 
old earth. He came to the home 
with the blood on the post and 
passed it by. He came to the home 
of the Jew without the blood and 
he went in. 

All right, if you are under the 
blood, Hallelujah! I congratulate 
you. If you are not, God pity the 
sword that hangs above your head. 

When the Standard Oil Com- 
pany was trying to reduce petro- 
leum, they had a black, thick, odor- 
iferous substance left they couldn’t 
dispose of. They tried to burn it; 
they tried to bury it. It accumu- 
lated faster than the company 
could dig its grave. In their des- 
peration, not knowing what to do, 
they offered a vast sum to anyone 
who would dispose of it. 

The chemists took it and forgot 
to eat and sleep. They worked 
and labored for days and months. 
One day a man, tired, weary, 
trembling from the loss of food 
and sleep, walked into the office 
of John D. Rockefeller, laid on 
his desk. a substance as white as 
snow, now called paraffin. 

You can take this black human- 
ity, cursed and damned by sin. 
Faith in Jesus Christ will make it 
as white as snow. So the only 
power to cleanse is through faith 
in Jesus. You who reject Jesus, 
what are you building your hope 
on? It will go down. He that de- 
spised Moses’ law’ died without 
mercy. What are you going to do 
if you despise the blood of Christ? 

If a man wouldn’t bring his 
sacrifice to the high priest he 
could not escape punishment under 
the Mosiae Law. If you don’t come 
through faith in Jesus Christ you 
can’t escape today. 

A man dreamed he was going 
to. Heaven by his good deeds, and 
every time he did something good 
it put a rung in the ladder. Just as 
he was getting ready to perform 
the last one, the door swung open 
and Jesus Christ leaned over from 
the battlements of Glory — and, 
shouting into his face, said, “He 
that climbeth up some other way, 
the same is a thief and a rob- 
ber!” 

You try to climb to Heaven by 
your deeds and your morality; 
you try to climb up by any other 
way. God pity you! There is no 
other way you ever can do it than 
by faith in Jesus. 


The Sacrifice of a Son 


Years ago there was a steamer 
crossing the Atlantic and a terrific 
storm arose and the lifeboats were 
swept away. She sprung a leak 
and they summoned the men to 
pump. They pumped and pumped 
and pumped, and the captain sum- 
moned his crew and said: 

“T have made a careful investi- 
gation. The leak is in the second 
hold and at the present ratio of 
the increase of the water, in 24 
hours we will be at the bottom 
of the sea. Have I one that will 
volunteer and go and stop the leak. 
It is about as large as a man’s 
arm and with some clothes you 
can stop it,” 

The men said, “We will remain 
at the pumps, sir.” 

They went back and pumped 
and pumped and pumped _ and 
pumped, until men fainted at their 
posts. He summoned the crew 
again and said: 

“Men, I have taken my bear- 
ings.and made my investigations. 
At this ratio, in 8 or 10 hours we 
are at the bottom of the sea. Have 
I not one that will volunteer his 
life for the crew and the ship? 
Not one? Not one?” 

The men stood speechless when 
suddenly one stepped forth, the 
captain’s son, and saluted and 
said: 

“Yes, father, you have one.” The 
man stepped back and was pale. 
“Yes, I will go.” 


Page Nine 


Escape From the Truth 


(Continued from page 1) 


ering who He is and what He did 
to save the lost, we need to give 
the greater heed to His message 
of authority and finality concern- 
ing an eternal Hell and the only 
way of escape therefrom. Read 
Hebrews 2:1-3. 

A dying man will face truths 
he sought to cover and evade in 
life, and also will often cast aside 
all his pretense of unconcern about 
his future eternal state. Witness 
these last words from the lips of 
dying unbelievers. 

Cromwell said, “The Devil is 
ready to seduce us and I have 
been seduced.” 


The noted infidel, Voltaire, cried, 
“T am abandoned of God and man! 
I shall go to Hell! O Christ! O 
Jesus Christ!” 


Tom Paine became a symbol of 
unbelief, but in his dying moments 
declared, “I would give worlds if 
I had them, if the Age of Reason 
had never been published. O Lord, 
help me! Christ; help me! Stay 
with me; it is Hell to be left. 
alone.” sisi 


Do you suffer torments when 
you are left alone? Or are you 
resting in the finished work of 
the all-sufficient Saviour? 

Mirabeau pleaded when dying, 
“Give me more laudanum | tinc- 
ture of opium] that I may not 
think of eternity.” 


Similarly millions are crying for 


a spiritual opiate that will deaden 
their souls to the dread thoughts 
of Hell hereafter; since they have 
rejected God’s only offer of sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ. Un- 
wisely, unbelievers persistently 
choose to believe that if they can 
exclude the idea of Hell from their 
minds during this life, they can 
live as they please and not go 
there when they die. Jesus said to 
unbelieving, but religious people 
in His day, “Ye serpents, ye gen- 
eration of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell?’’ 

(Matt. 23:33). 

/For those who thus desire to 
escape from the truth, Satan has 
his spiritual opiates. They come 
in many different “flavors” so that 
any sinner can find a cult or ism 
that will appeal to his perverted 
appetite. The Devil has a deaden- 
ing opiate for anyone, whether 
educated or illiterate, rich or poor, 
high or low on the social scale, 
who will not receive the love of 
the truth that he might be saved 
(II Thess. 2:10). Ever since man 
was placed in Eden, Satan has 
been perfecting his system of 
truth substitutes and anaesthetics, 
and he has new ones continually 
being made ready for his unsus- 
pecting victims who, rejecting the 
truth, want the ,very, latest in 
religious fads. 

Satan is the “prince of the 


(Continued on page 10) 


He bade farewell to the sky, 
threw his arms around his father 
and kissed him and bade all 
good-bye. Taking with him a hand- 
ful of clothing, he went to the 


‘| hold and plunged down. He found 


the leak and stuffed in the rags 
and burlap. The men pumped and 
pumped and pumped, and when 
the day dawned they could catch 
sight of his body as it would roll 
with the ship as she rolled in 
the sea. She entered the harbor 
in safety and today there stands 
a monument to perpetuate the 
memory of that man’s sacrifice, 
and as the ship sails into the har- 
bor it speaks volumes. 

This old world sprang a leak; 
she was. settling down into. Hell 
and God spoke to Heaven, when 
forth stepped One fair as the 
morning. He said: 


“Father, I will become flesh of 
their flesh and bone of their bone.” 
He struck this old world with such 
a thud that He didn’t come up for 
three days, sir, but— 


Up from the grave He arose, 

With a mighty triumph over His 
foes; 

He arose a victor from the dark 
domain, 

And He lives forever with the 
saints to reign. 


—And as He burst through the 
gates into the city on His return 
home, the angels turned around 
and said, “Let us crown Him.” 

Jesus said, “No, this is no time 
for crowning. Let me get between 
the offended God and the offender 
—man.” 


Offer One Day Will Be Withdrawn 


Tonight Jesus Christ stands be- 
tween God Almighty and the hu- 
man race—our Mediator. With 
one hand He tolds the sword of 
inflexible justice in the scabbard. 


/He has held it there for nineteen 


hundred and twenty-two years. 
With the other He offers gifts of 
salvation, full, free, perfect, and 
eternal to all who will accept of 
His sacrifice. And the sword? At 
last He will withdraw that of- 
fer. When, I don’t know, but 
folks, it is still being held out, 
and in the name of Christianity, 
do it. 


Some day he will withdraw that 
offer of mercy. He will unsheath 


the sword. He will make His way |. 


to this world. God pity you if you 
are not under the blood. There 
is no other way whereby we can 
be saved. We are not redeemed 
with corruptible things such as 
silver and gold, but by the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ. 


My Decision for Christ 


You have read the tremendous, 
convincing sermon of Billy Sunday, 
showing the tragedy of sin, the 
folly of infidelity, and the wonder- 


iful atonement for our sins provid- 


ed by God in Christ. Your black 
sins and mine are paid for! 
Surely you are ready to quit 
sin and trust Christ! Please, care- 
fully read the decision below, 
honestly and sincerely ask the 
Lord Jesus Christ to come into 
your heart, and then with all your 
heart decide, sign the decision be- 
low, then copy in a letter and send 
to me at once. Will you do it? 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor, THE SWorRD OF THE LORD 


214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, 


Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Billy Sunday’s ser- 
mon, “The Atonement,” and real- 
ize that I am a poor lost sinner 
deserving eternal judgment. I 
thank Him that He sent His Scn 


to die on the cross for me. Right 


now I will receive Him into my 
heart forever. This moment I trust 
Him to be my personal Saviour. 
With His help I will live for Him 
the rest of my life. 


Signed 
SN ec eer 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


A Reward fer Jerry 


Stuck up in atree, 
and about to miss & 
the County Fair — _ 
that’s one of the 
predicaments Jerry 
and Hurry (short for 
Hurricane) find 
themselves in, in this rollicking 
adventure story. Of course, they 
do get to the fair, but not until 
they learn a much-needed lesson! 
Lots more exciting things happen 
to this irresistable pair—a near 
drowning, a revival meeting. |} 
where both of them trust the Lord, 
a photographic contest with ca 
surprise ending, a thrilling res- 
cue, and, best of all, Jerry's re- 
ward for winning Pete to the Lord.| 

Exciting reading fom young 
folks, but more than that, deep 


spiritual lessons are graphically 
taught. 


Waiter resistant, 2 color binding, 
profusely illustrated. _._.$1.25 


’ At Christian Bookstores 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
Wheaton, Illinois 


eh ee tee 
Adilis'> “ey ~ 
> Presn we ¥ 


iy ng 


= 


Paw idling has pagal se, 
23.2 Na gia One ak 


PF Age. 


od 


watt lle, ast ing. oo, OT 2 Oe, rete pie Ways arp es, 
’ Date ae eo 7 ane See ee Reyer eo Ne P< piel Phe 


2: ae OE 
M = a 
Oe pane, rs Ra hee 


Pm ave ie Ph ae ag na Vig, et a eS 
os ~ = ys ee or ite baat Neg 2 se Night Se « Betas OS 

a Rr ar | are oe aren ack Was i 

Ewe | Saipan a Porth * Ar, ey ae pt (fhe 


ae 
ee 
eS 
a 
a 
<< 
re 
tees 
a 
% 
+ 
. bs 
< 
ay 
si, 
» ey 
ot . 
4S Be 
oe. 
; 


tena hk kee ee ene een | 


€ 7 ae 
Bee - SPRAY 


Dnata ieee i ? oe 
Ps 7 = 


A ght hee 
aes ee 


SSE ac ere eo 


ams 


a Y aS 
: a e tg _ fry ; | is, ies deal * 
‘ oe sa yas ee te ET Ee ke ee EN gL ST eC gy Se ae ee ae Say ee ee 
me per ese. ’ i eat ws 
tee wa ao ig yl imagen ae bth 3 . 


aay 
Ee, ie 


Set oe ge 


Ni tea a 
fe 


ate ae 


* 
. 


“Lae PRR prep RENE <5 RE 


* eit ia J 
A eer ke ON ok ae Se en, es ee 
PIE OES SE SED Ge Eee Pe : 


« oo 
rot ss Sap = a os nie, 
ee en Qoare ge SC ae ds Be «i 


Dh ee ee ed 


Page Ten 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 22, 1954 


Escape From the Truth 


(Continued from page 9) 


power of thé air, the spirit that 
row worketh in the children of 
disobedience” (Eph. 2:2). As “the 
god of this world,” he “hath 
blinded the minds of them that 
believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine 
unto: them” (II Cor. 4:4). It does 
not say that Satan blinded the 
minds of the “ignorant,” but of 
the unbelievers. Their unbelief 
implies that they have had op- 
portunity to believe; but have de- 
liberately chosen to reject the 
truth. In II Peter 3:5 we read 
of such as these, that ‘they are 
willingly ignorant.’ That is delib- 
erate unbelief and is inexcusable 
before God. 


The person who desires to live 
for self, sin, and Satan will make 


his choice to willfully repudiate 


the truth. Jesus said, “Every one 
that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be  reproved”’ 
(John 3:20). With a-heart throb- 
bing with deep compassion, Jesus 
said to truth rejectors, “Ye will 
not come to me, that ye might 
have life’ (John 5:40). 

God prepared a_ beautiful 
Heaven for those who will believe 
His message of truth and receive 
His Son (John 14:2, 3). He also 
has a place of “everlasting fire, 


— 


prepared for the devil and his 
angels” (Matt. 25:41). Hell was 
not prepared for man; but when 
men choose to follow Satan in his 


iniquity and unbelief, they can 


only go to Satan’s place. Heaven 
is a holy place for a redeemed 
people. “And there shall in no 
wise enter into it any thing that 
defileth, neither whatsoever work- 
eth abomination, or maketh a 
lie’ (Rev. 21:27). Because Hell 
was not made for man, and yet 
multitudes choose to go there, we 
read in Isaiah 5:14, “Therefore 
hell hath enlarged herself, and 
opened her mouth without mea- 
sure,” 


Knowing the willful desire of 
unbelievers to escape from the 
truth about the consequences for 
sin, Satan has used that human 
weakness as the framework for 
every one of the false cults and 
isms. He is the mastermind work- 
ing upon unbelieving human minds 
to produce the ever-growing list 
of soul-destroying delusions. Seen 
in a, true light, all the false re- 
ligious systems of this world are 
nothing but elaborately and satan- 
ically designed escape mechanisms 
and opiates. to dull or deaden 
man’s consciousness of his im- 
pending judgment and thereby 
make more certain his ultimate 
destruction. 


The Wish Is Father 
to the Thought 


From the human. standpoint, |)’ 
men would never have bothered |! 
to set up these complicated. coun- 
terfeits of the truth had it not}! 
been that both the Bible and man’s |’ 
own conscience unmistakably de- 


all ‘unsaved: mar. ° 
‘Did you: ever ‘stop to consider 


much time and energy in deny- 
ig Mell-fire; unless it is that they 
ubconsciously know. that they 
‘are. among the ungodly: who are 
headed for that awful destination? 


clare, “It is appointed unto men ‘Shame on us Christians and. Gos- 


once to die, 
judgment.” (Heb. 9:27). 


There is not one false cult or 
ism (including modernism) that 
does not deny that there is a lit- 
eral Hell of conscious, eternal tor- 
ment for the wicked. The chief 
cornerstone of all of these is the 
wish that there were no Hell. But 
men cannot embrace a wish with 
. has first 
fathered the thought or dogma 
that there really is: no such place 


satisfaction, until it 


of eternal, conscious torment. 


I can never forget a conversa- 


tion I once had with a dear wo- 


man over eighty years of age who 
was seeking to embrace. the teach- 
ings of a certain cult. I pointed out 
the error of the system and its 
repudiation of the truth, and she 
was shocked into her senses and 
declared that she would leave it 


strickly alone. Then she made this 
revealing statement, “But I’ve al- 


ways wanted to believe that God 
has some other way to save the 
lost.” The wish is father to the 
thought. In her case the wish 
was prompted by the fact that her 


husband had died without know- 


ing Christ, and her son was still 


but after this the 


pel preachers that these should 
give more thought to denying. 
Hell than many of us do to warn- 
‘ing men of the only salvation from 
that place. Awake! Be a faithful 
servant of your Lord and warn 
men, to flee from. the wrath to 
come. 

Two.samples trois the cults will 
illustrate the mechanics of how 
the wish becomes father to the 
thought. 

Charles Taze Russell, the 
founder of the deceptive religion 
bearing his name (now known as 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses), was not 
in ignorance but in willful unbe- 
lief, when his wish fathered the 
thought that there is no place of 
eternal retribution. 


He was reared in a god-fearing 
family, and was privileged to hear 
the Gospel from his childhood. He 
knew the Bible teaching about 
Hell, and yet, while he had a 
great personal dread of that aw- 
ful place, and warned others to 
seek the Lord and escape its. tor- 
ments, he still failed to accept 
God’s way of salvation through 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 


After a few years spent in seek- 
ing satisfaction in infidelity, and 
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WHERE TENS OF THOUSANDS OF SWORD caadeas FIND BIG 


Help us distribu 
CHRISTMAS SEALS 
That Honor Christ! 


Details. concerning our Plan mailed upon 
request! Write to-day to 
FRED MAC ARTHUR 
Box 2732 
Paterson, N. Jd. 
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Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 


Baby Billboards 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors, Personal Workers 
and Street Meetings 
Send for Samples 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 


Box 164, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of the Lord 


5,000°x"'*""*" WANTED 

WORKERS . 

te seli Bibles, Testaments, good books, 

handsome Seripture mottoes, 1 perce 
dars, greeting cards. Good 

— Send for free catalog and avive 


George W. Noble, The Christian Coe. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


BUY FAMOUS NAME BRAN 

LIKE BENRUS, ADMIRAL, REMINGTON, 
SESSIONS, WM. ROGERS, G.E., PROCTOR, ETC. 
DISCOUNTS UP TO.50%. SEND $1.00 FOR 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG AND AUTHORITY TO QW 
PURCHASE 1 T0 1000 ITEMS AT WHOLESALE. == 


FLAT WOODS -Box 200W-LEESBURG, FLA. 


Wonderful Stories 
FOR YOUNG AMERICA 


The same thrilling adventure stories 
that. are broadcast coast-to-coast and 
around the world on Radio Kids Bible 
Olub, Unigee, captivating, and satura- 
ated with practical down-to-earth ap- 
plication of Bible truths. 

14 Susie Books 3 Johnny Books 


New Cherry Book 
35c each — 3 for $1.00 
Send for complete list of titles and 
radio log. 


RADIO —s BIBLE. CLUB, INC. 


Billboard Posters 
Availablé 


Some very fine anti-liquor road- 
Sign posters are available from the 
National W.C.T.U. Publishing 
House, Evanston, Illinois. They 
are sized for 12x25” billboards 
(actual poster size 914"x20’”). 

The posters are in attractive 
color and their illustrations graph- 
ically drive home such warnings 
as: 

It was ONLY BEER ... but its 
COMPANTON was DEATH. 

Will YOU be next? (More than 
3,852,000 Alcoholics made in 
U.S.A.) 

DELINQUENT PARENTS cause 
DELINQUENT CHILDREN 

The cost is $8.00 each. -Money 
should be sent with order. 


To Curb Television 
Ads for Beer-Wine 


NEW YORK.—Television adver- 


tising for beer and wine may be| write 
to Sword of the Lord r 


toned down or even prohibited as} 
whiskey and other hard liquor ads} 
already are. 

The Commerce Committee of the 
House of Representatives has 
formally censured beer-drinking 
scenes as “not in good taste” and 
has suggested that beer and wine 
industries cancel all TV advertis- 
ing. The committee also called 
upon all broadcasters to report by 
January 1 on what they have done 
to dry up the drinking scenes. 


It is believed that the strong 
drive of religious and moral forces 


on the Congress for restrictive leg-| 


islation covering liquor TV adver- 
tising has thrown a.scare not only 
into the politicians but into the in- 
dustry. 


Scripture Distribution Campaign in 
Africa by PTL 


The Pocket Testament League 
is planning to launch its greatest 
Scripture distribution campaign in 


January 1955—‘ttaking the Bible to: 


. Box 49706 7 ica | 
a Poa 1 ithe A troubled | Africa. It _is hoped 
that this effort will greatly 
To 
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oe) si|rejecting Christ, 


then in oriental religions, he re- 
turned to the Bible and claimed to 
|} find that it teaches there is no 
literal Hell or torment. The re- 
|} sulting system of error became a 


}| mechanism whereby Russell could 


escape from the truth. It satisfied 
Russell, and multiplied 
thousands of his deluded followers. 


More recently, one Frank Rob- 


fF 4|inson, the son of a Baptist minister 


in England, knew the truth but, 
chose to turn 
aside to another form of the 
Devil’s opiates. This young man 
crossed the Atlantic to Canada 
‘where he worked in the Salva- 


ing school, and was ordained to 
the ministry; yet by his own 
admission, he had not found peace 
Jwith God. Later he denounced with 


fiad always rejected of God’s re- 
vealed truth. To = satisfy the 
‘vacuum in his soul, and dull the 
aching of his conscience, he in- 
stituted a crude but effective cult 


which he called Psychiana. It 
flourished for twenty years under 


VISIT THE BAPTIST WORLD 
ALLIANCE AND BIEBLE LANDS 
July 15-August 18, 1955 
with the 
TEMPLE TOUR TO 


BIBLE LANDS 
For Information Write, Dr. George A. E. 


Salstrand, Director, c/o Tennessee Temple 


Schools, Chattanooga, Tenn, 


his leadership, until his recent 
death. The appeal of Psychiana to 
truth rejectors is seen in the fact 
that Robinson, became a wealthy 
man through the sale of his bles- 
phemous literature. Yes, he too 
had a wish that there were no 
Hell, and it fathered the thought 


called Psychiana. 
If we had time, we could easily 
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trace this same pattern in the 
Jorigin. of each of the false cults 
and isms. All of them have as 
their primary objective the pur- 
pose of escape from the biblical 
truth about the place “Where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire 


is not quenched” (Mark 9:44, 48). 
Only through such an escape 
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mechanism can truth rejectors 
find relief from the gnawing 
awareness of impending judgment. 
Like the dying Mirabeau,- unbe- 
lieving men still ery a ee 
me more laudanum, that may 
not think of eternity.” 


If Satan’s plan seems simple up 


to this point, I would hasten to 
assure you that just as the telling 
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of one lie leads to many other 
lies to cover the first; so this no- 
Hell thought now logically de- 
mands a bolstering structure of 
other lies and denials of the truth 
before it can be embraced with 
reckless abandon. I would point 
out the fact that 


The Thought Leads to 
the Delusion 
Let us trace the steps of a per- 
son who is offended by the Word 
of God, and let us see how his 
desire to escape from the truth 


now he has simply sought to em- 
brace this no-Hell wish, and has 


assist in solving. the many 
social, economic, and political 
problems. Struggling over the 
issues of segregation, intense 


nationalism (as evidenced by the 


(Continued on page 11) 
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had a certain amount of control 
‘over his own beliefs. With very 
deliberate and measured steps he 
has started his descent from the 
high level of truth he once knew. 
But now his feet come into slip- 
pery paths where his descent ac- 
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y the cultists and others spend. 


‘tion Army, attended a Bible train- | 


his lips and pen what his heart |. 


leads him to accept the lie. Until }- 


celerates until he has lost all con 
trol over his» will to believe any- 
'thing that is truth. 

Whereas this person first 
wished, then thought, he now 
abruptly slips into the quagmires 
of delusion, Floundering’ to retain 
‘his grasp upon his original no-Hell 
wish, he falls into a succession of 
‘pitfalls of unbelief and further re- 
jection of truth. Seekifig escape 
from: the offending truth, he must 
now abandon all other truths that 
are contrary to his prized no-Hell 
wish. 

The first of these pitfalls brings: 
the truth rejector to a denial of 
the inspiration ef the Bible. With 
a thus-saith+the-Lord voice of 
authority, the Bible declares that 
there is a Hell of conscious, eter- 
nal torment for the wicked. There- 
fore the cultist must find a way 
to escape from the truth of that. 
Holy Word of God. There are 
many ways by which that escape 
is accomplished. 

Some make: a bold, outright at- 
tack upon the Scriptures and deny 
its right to speak to them. These 
are usually the more crude sort,, 
and follow more of the pattern of 
infidelity, as we knew it in the 
hardened 
half a century ago. Psychiana is 
a notable example of this scoffing: 
type of cultist propaganda. Frank 
Robinson in his free Booklet No. 
One on page eight stated, “We 
have had the old God for two. 
thousand years now. Let’s try the 
new one.” Thus with one stroke 
he sought to do away with both 
the idea of God and His Holy 
Word, and went on to ignore that 
Book entirely. 

Some false teachers are more 
subtle in their approach to this 
blessed Book. Their line of at- 
tack is to add to the Scriptures. 
And so the world is filled with' 
books that profess to make the 
Bible an understandable Book. 

Notable among these is the text- 
book of the cult called Christian: 
Science. That book, Science and 
Health With the Key to the Scrip- 
tures, really is a “key” in the 
sense that it. locks the mind of, 
the reader against the entrance of 
any light from God’s Word. 


Ellen G. White, of Seventh-Day 


Adventist fame; had her suppos- 


edly inspired writings to add to 
the Bible: Charles Taze Russell 
wrote his six-volume set of Studies 
m the Scriptures. He stated there- 
in that if anyone who ‘had ac- 
cepted his teachings would leave 
off reading his books for two years 
and read the Bible only, such a 
person would lose the “light” he 
had gained, and be in “darkness.” 
Mormonism adds the Book of 
Mormon to the Bible: Roman 
Catholicism adds the voice of an 
“infallible” pope to the Bible she 
eonsiders inadequate and fallible. 
Many other systems of error also 
seek to escape the truth by adding 
the works of men to God’s Word, 
and thereby nullify its message of 


the way of salvation through 
Christ. 
Modernism is an outstanding 


example of a false system that 
takes away from the Scriptures. 
Unbelieving theologians have 
edited shorter editions of the Bible 
and have eliminated whole books, 
chapters, and lengthy portions 
which are highly offensive to those 
in apostacy from the truth. Mod- 
ernism also uses the subtle method 
of so-called textual criticism to 
take away from God’s Holy Word. 
By undermining’ her people’s faith 
in the trustworthiness of the of- 
fending books and chapters of 


the Scriptures, these critics very 


effectively destroy the foundation 
of all authority vested in the 
Bible. Little children in modern- 
isticly controlled Sunday Schools 
are subjected to this vicious and 
devastating attack. 


All of the cults have learned 
from the “father of lies’ how 
to quote a part of the Bible and 
leave unquoted the half of the 
Same verse or context which often 
would destroy their false teaching, 
Satan’s servants are also very 
masterful artists in misapplying 
the Scriptures to make them say 
things God has not declared. 


Most subtle of all, and far more 
deadly, are those groups which; 
pretending to have a great love for 
the Scriptures, and professing a 
scholarly understanding of the 
Greek and Hebrew, publish their 
own translations of the Bible. 
These deliberate mistranslations 
often beguile the unwary into 
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Page Eleven 


Escape From the Truth 


(Continued from page 10) 


thinking that they have found the 
final authority that establishes 
their no-Hell wish. 

The Universal Reconciliationists 
furnish us a splendid example of 
this type of deception. Their Con- 
cordant Version of the Sacred 
Scriptures is a gross perversion of 
God’s Word. It deliberately dodges 


“the fundamental doctrines of the 


Bible as to sin, the atonement, 
. the deity of Christ, the need for 
‘the new birth, and the reality of 
a literal, eternal Hell. 


The New World Translation: of 
the Bible recently published by 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses _ gives 
them the latitude they need to 
teach their heretical doctrines 
without restraint. The Revised 
‘Standard Version translated by a 
select committee of theologians 
furnishes modernism with an un- 
hampered liberty to further cor- 
rupt the truth. Mistranslations and 
deceitful handling of the Holy 
Word of God are a part of Satan’s 
‘strategy to beguile unstable souls 
and lead such to perdition. 

The Holy Spirit, who inspired 
the sacred Scriptures, has a 
pointed warning for those who 
would tamper with God’s Word 
by rejecting it, adding to it, or 
taking from the same. “If any 
man shall add unto these things, 
God. shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this 
book: And if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of 
life...” (Rev. 22:18, 19). 


When the authority of the Bible 
thas been rejected, the person fol- 
dJowing the delusion of any false 
system of religion is now free to 
adopt the still more serious denials 
she must make to be consistent 
with his original no-Hell wish. 

One of the next truths he must 
‘drop is the doctrine of the Trin- 
ity of the Godhead. The attacks: 
of the various cults and isms do 
not leave any Person of the Trin- 
ity untouched. Every cult without, 
exception is unitarian in theology. 
ven the most subtle and skillfully; 
‘developed counterfeits of the truth’ 
‘will show the evidence of this uni- 
tarian bias. One eult bears the 
name “Jesus Only” and as the 
name suggests, they declare that: 
only Jesus is God. Here is a 
denial of the Trinity in reverse 
from the usual method of attack. 

Few evangelical Christians have 
sensed that there is a strong note 
of unitarianism in Seventh-Day 
Adventism. That cult makes no 
bold denials of Christ’s deity; but 
it is very shocking in its state- 
ments that reveal its real unbelief 
of this vital doctrine. L. A. Wil- 
cox, in The Signs of the Times, 
March, 1927, wrote, . “In His 
4 Christ’s} veins was the incubus 
of a tainted heredity ...bad blood 
and inherited meanness.” Again. 
we read, “On His human side, 
Christ inherited just what every 
child of Adam inherited, a sinful 
mature” (Bible Readings for the 
Heme Circle, page 115). God's 
Word declares His absolute deity 
and consequent sinlessness. ‘““Who 
gid no sin” (I Pet. 2:22); “Who 
knew no sin” (II Cor. 5:21);: and 
“In him is no sin” (I John 3:5). 
some Seventh-Day Adventist 
preachers I know have been guilty 
of declaring publicly that before 
iis birth, Jesus Christ was. 
Michael the Archangel; thus mak-. 
ing Him less than God, a creature 
of God, and thereby fall into agree-: 
ment with other cults such as the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. | 


Time fails us to note how others 
the “name: 
Which is above every name” 
(Phil. 2:9) in their attempt to. 
pull our blessed Lord Jesus from 
His eternal throne, and make: 
Him a mere creature of God or: 
only a man who was “divine” in 
the sense in which they say. all 
men are “divine.” 
_ This unanimous agreement of! 
the cults in denying the absolute 
deity of Christ Jesus is not ac~ 
cidental, but is a logical and neces- 
sary step in the sequence of escape’ 


_ from the truth. If there were no 


literal Hell of conscious, eternal’ 
torment for the wicked, it would 
be ridiculously absurd for God! 
Himself, in the Person of Jesus: 
Christ, to allow Himself to be put 
to death by His sinful creatures of 
the dust so that they might. be 


ARV). 


| Testament. 


saved from a non-existent place 
of eternal punishment. The price 
of redemption from sin by the 
death of God incarnate is too high 
a price to be compatible with a 
no-Hell or limited-Hell theology. 
Therefore any argument that 
proves the absolute deity of the 
Lord Jesus, also instantly proves 
that Hell is. literal and_~ its 
torments as real as the Scriptures 
plainly declare them to be. Con- 
versely, when a person deliberately 
insists upon holding to one of 
Satan’s no-Hell religions, he is 
forced to repudiate the Bible’s 
teaching on the deity of Christ. 
You must accept both truths or 
reject them together. The no-Hell 
lie demands the bolstering of this 
lie that robs the Saviour of His 
eternal co-equality with God the 
Father, and God the Holy Spirit. 


If Jesus Christ were not God, 


pile could only be a creature of God 


— either human or angelic. Then 
our worship of Him as Redeemer 
constitutes us idolators, and His 
acceptance of our worship makes 
Him an imposter and an usurper 
of the homage due only to deity. 
He Himself said, ‘Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4: 
10). He was worshipped as a babe 
(Matt. 2:10). He was worshipped 
by those: whom He healed, and by 
His disciples (Matt. 8:2; 9:18; 14: 
33; 15:25), etc. Although He 
humbled Himself to become our 
Saviour, God the Father “hath 
highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every 
name: That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow ... And 
that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Phil. 
2:9-11). 

Any person honestly desiring 
positive proof of the deity of Jesus 
Christ 


Isaiah 44:6 and read, “Thus saith 


Jehovah, the King of Israel, and: 
” Redeemer, Jehovah of hosts; 


am the first, and I am the last; 


dand besides me there is no God’ 
Listen to the voice of, 
these-two members of the Trinity 


saying in unison, “besides me there, 
is no God.” Both the Father, as 
King of Israel, and the Son, as 
the Redeemer of men, speak here’ 


las one and declare their unity and 
deity—“besides me there is 110 | 


God.’ Then turn to Revelation 22: 


113 and hear from the lips of the 
glorified Christ this very same, 


message, now uttered alone. “I am’ 
Alpha and Qmega, the beginning. 
and the end, the first and the last?” 
For believing hearts there was 


no need for Him to add, “and be- 


sides me there is no God.” A be- 
liever will bow and worship with 
believing Thomas and exclaim, 
“My Lord and my God” ( John 20: 
28). 

Hear again this warning word 
from the lips of Jesus as He said, 


“If ye believe not that I am he, 


ye shall die in your sins” (John 8: 


24). The word “he” is in italics,, 


indicating that it was supplied by 
the tranlators, and is not in the 
original text. Read it again, 


die in your sins.” 
“T AM,”—the Jehovah of the Old. 
He is 
the same yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). Oh, 


hear and believe His Word. Do. 
not close your mind and heart’ 
against the truth as others did, to 
“And because 1 


whom He said, 


can turn with me to 


“Tf 
ye believe not that I AM, ye shall 
Jesus is the 


as have really believed to the sav- 
ing of their souls cannot embrace 
the fatal error of denying the 
Godhood of the Lord Jesus. Our 
Sovereign Shepherd will use 
chastisement—-even unto death to 
stop His own short of denying 
this great truth. The head may 
seek to take it in; but the heart 
of the redeemed cannot receive 
it. If you, fellow believer, are in 
any fellowship where there are 
1 Shadows cast upon that blessed 
Name, withdraw and seek fellow- 
ship with those who love and wor- 
ship Him in spirit and in truth. 

It naturally follows that when 
one has wrong views on the per- 
son of Jesus Christ, that having 
lost the cornerstone of Christian 
faith, he will be wrong on every 
remaining fundamental of the 
faith. All the cults, therefore, hold 
weak and inadequate views of sin. 
Some deny sin altogether. Others 
shade it off to a near vanishing 
point. The Universal Reconcilia- 
tionists even say that sin origin- 
ated with God, and so it is His 
obligation to save all men. Here 
is their statement concerning that 
supposed universal salvation: “The 
unbeliever is born, sins, dies, is 
roused at the great white throne 
and judged, dies again, and is viv- 
ified and saved and reconciled with 
God at the consummation” (From 
a tract by the Concordant Publish- 
ing Concern). 


It would be too much to expect 
to find in these systems of error 
any correct views of the atone- 
ment. All of them are weak, mis- 
leading, or positively revolting to 
Spirit-taught Christians. It is of 
more than passing interest to note 
that many of the cults and isms 
flatly deny the existence of such 
a personality as Satan. How de- 
lighted he must be to lead these 
blinded souls to perdition while 
they continually insist that their 
captor does not exist! What irony! 
What blindness! 


The person floundering in the 
quicksands of unbelief will inevit- 
jably find himself rejecting one 


truth, namely: the bodily resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ, and with 
it he must abandon the right view 
of the bodily resurrection of the 


| logic is this: if God had the power 


probable that God would have the 
| power to raise’all sinners from the 
dead for their judgment as the 
| Bible promises He will do. There- 
\fore, this frightening doctrine 
must also be denied in one’s in- 
i sane attempt to escape from the 
truth. But deny it or not, it is still 
recorded in God’s unchangeable 
Word, “he hath appointed a day, 
in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that he hath raised 
him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). 

It is most interesting to note 
1 that even after the denial of the 
| bodily resurrection by most of the 
cults and isms and modernism 
with them all, that there are those 
who in their mad scramble to es- 
cape from the truth will take one 
last precaution to “play it safe” 
as to the chances of being raised 


“Jesus. Christ’ from the dead and cast into an 


eternal Hell. What do they do? 
|} They insist that their bodies be 


jhear me, unbelieving friend! God 
is not mocked! He who formed you 


tell you the truth, ye believe me) marred body and bring you back 


not” (John 8:45). Like them, 
you would then “die in your sins.’ 


ito that day of judgment from 
|which no unsaved soul 


Believe on Him with those nel escape. The Judge Himself (Jesus 


hear His Word and you receive 
| eternal life (John 3:36). 


The infinite guilt of my sin: 


| Christ) was dead, but is alive 
: forevermore. He holds the keys 


against my Creator and God of} 8nd when He calls, you will come 


infinite holiness demand either my? forth for judgment. (Rev. 20:11- 
infinite (therefore, eternal) pun- 


ishment in Hell or else the only 


possible solution in the substitu- 
tion of the only One who could 
pay the infinite price of my re- 
“And without contro-. 
versy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the. i : 
.” (I Tim. 3:16), Any re-| tO see that now 
ligious system that denies this! 
cardinal doctrine is of Satan, and 
is stamped with the spirit of the 


demption. 


flesh .. 


Antichrist (see I John 4:1-3). 


Some real children of God may 
at times become deluded and con-: 
fused by the cults and isms and 
especially by modernism; but such 


that their bodies are the temple 
of the Holy Spirit and refuse to 


Christ by being cremated. 
We have no time to press the 
issue of other truths the cults and. 


The Delusion Becomes 
the. Deception 
By that statement I simply mean 
that whereas the deluded adherent 
of the cults has desperately em- 


to escape from the truth, he now 


other very important scriptural: 


saved and lost: Here again, there 
is..consistency in unbelief. The 


jte raise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
jfrom the dead in His same body 
(but glorified), then it is highly 


cremated after their death. But 
the first time can restore your sin-, 


shall 


of death and hades (Rev. 1:18) 
15). Christians should remember’ 


surrender their testimony for 


isms will deny; but we must hasten 
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braced these errors in his attempt 


_ 


becomes the hopelessly ensnared 
victim of the error. He has 
thought that he “held’ these 
teachings; but behold, now the 
teachings “hold” him in their 
deadly grasp and he is totally in- 
sensible to that fact. “He feedeth 
on ashes: a deceived heart hath 
turned him.aside, that he cannot 
deliver his soul, nor say, Is there 
not a lie in my right hand?” (Isa. 
44:20). 

Wel] do I remember a midnight 
session I once had with a young 
man held thus in the web of un- 
belief. Our conversation had 
reached the point that he said 
he would accept the fact of the 
absolute deity of Jesus Christ if 
it could be proved from the Bible. 
I then had him compare Isaiah 
44:6 with Revelation 22:13, as we 
have already done. After several 
minutes of silence I pressed him 
for his answer. He replied, ‘It 
looks as though the Bible teaches 
it; but I don’t beheve it anyway.” 
That young man was not just de- 
luded, he was deceived. He did not 
hold the false doctrines; the er- 
ror held him in shackles he could 
not break regardless of any desire 
he might have to do so. 


I may be speaking to someone so 
deluded and deceived that the 
truth appears to be the lie, and the 
lie appears as the truth. You may 
be unable to grasp the Gospel 
lifeline and believe; but let me as- 
sure you that there is hope even 
for you. Jesus said, ‘“‘All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in 
earth.” He is able to break Satan’s 
shackles from off your soul, and 
give you life, light, and liberty in 
Himself. 

Here is how God worked a mir- 
acle for one ensnared soul. This 
radiant young Christian mother 
told me how she had been drawn 
from Roman Catholicism into the 
Jehovah's ‘Witnesses delusion, and 
had believed every bit of it. She 
had memorized most of the mater- 
ial in the books and could “talk 
down” the most fervent defender 


‘News Notes 
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Mau Mau raids), poverty, and dis- 
ease, Africa is becoming danger- 
ously susceptible to communist in- 
fiitration. It is believed that ordin- 
ary missionary methods must be 
immediately supplemented by mass 
evangelism and Scripture distribu- 
tion if Africa is to be helped in 
the time that there is left. To do 
this job, PTL, with headquarters at 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
New York, is appealing to Chris- 
tian churches and individuals to as- 
sist both prayerfully and finan- 
cially. 


Clarence H. Benson, pioneer in 
the current evangelical Sunday 
School ew He time ge to his re- 
ward at his homé in Maitland, Fla., 
September 16. Dr. Benson had been 
confined to his bed for about eight 
months. As professor of Christian 
Education at Moody Bible Institute 
he developed a new Graded system 


basis for the lesson series promot- 
ed by the Seripture Press. He was 
the founder of the Evangelical 
Teaeher Training Association and 
one of the founders of the National 
Sunday School Association. 


Bob Pierce, president of World 
Vision, Inc., is directing a nation- 
wide evangelistic campaign in Ko- 
rea, starting Sept. 28. Dr. Pierce 
was invited by 4,000 churches to 
undertake this crusade and hun- 
dreds of thousands are in prayer 
for its success. 


Communists Fast 

A communist in one of our cities 
said, “Three of my comrades and 
I vowed we would go witheut eat- 
ing for four days, using the: monev 
that would have been spent on food 
to get a message out from our 
printing office. You see, sir, we 
must get the message out.” 

How many of us ever went with- 
eut one meal to get out the Chris- 
tian message? 


(Continued on page 12) 
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Each, only — $8.00 

POSTER NO. 1 shows skeleton fisure of Death mareving @ over wrecked car with 

“Tt Was Only Beer But Its Companion Death.” 
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> POSTER N@G. 2 shows man imprisoned in liquor:bottle with caption : 
J Aleoholi 
POSTS NO. 3 shows parents in tavern—children 
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Let your Chureh or Group sponsor billboards which can be rented 
fron door advertising companies or built by the sponsor. 
Deseriptive Folder FREE 

NATIONAL WCTU PUBLISHING HOUSE Dept. Si £vanston, Illinois 


hi ht ih hi i i i i i i i i 


“Will YOU 


cs made in. U.S.A.” 


outside—with captian: “De- 
Children. 7, 000, 000 Problem Drinkers.”’ 


eee ee wee a eS eee ee eee 


i he ht a hh hh i YE Ee HE 


salvation. 


[] What is Wrong 
factual, 


detailed, 
em , O What's Wrone 


with gam 


moral 
liguer. 


reasons 


———eEe———eeeEeereaae eens a ener LS ne ee wreeaweeeneee 


Books to Answer Questions 


Here are books to help you in the practical problems of living 
for the Lord Jesus. Perhaps you have friends who really need these 
books. Happily. they are easy to read, inexpensive, interesting. Best 
of all, they are true to the Bible, and put the emphasis where it 
belongs—that the Christian life must come after trusting Christ for 


powerful, answers completely from the Bible 
the harm of movies. 117 pages 


(] What’s Wrong with the Dance? by Dr. Rice. Scriptural 
shows why 
ristian and the unsaved alike. 


id 
Amazing statistics, tells of the heart break that comes 


( The Christian and the Liquor Traffic, by Dr. Sam Mor- 
ris. Gives the Bible reasons, the scientific, practical, and. 
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with the Movies? by Dr. Rice. Startling, 
60c 


the dance is impure har: ee 


ith Gambling? by James V. Lamb. 


| why Christiana should oppose it —. 50e 


why Christians should be — 
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of material 
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118 pages. 


0 sre Secrets of a Happy, Prosperous Christian Life, by 

Dr. Rice. For the young Christian, on assurance of 
vation, baptism, church membership, the Bible, prayer, 

giving, and soul winning 50c 


Cj aes — About Heaven, by Dr. Rice. To comfort the 
of the bereaved, show the 

and teach Christians about their future home. Over 

000 in print. Lovely gift volume in sparkling blue 

50c 


Pocket Cempanion for Soul Winners, by Dr. Tor- 


sal- 


lost the way to Heaven, 


Use es e. fe 

order. Simply chec oe we 
et ee eed Order trom 
fill in your 


name 
and address here: Name 


[] The Soul-Winner’s Fire, by Dr. Rice. Eight ohapiars to 
give you a new conception of the 
. 128 pages, cloth, $1.50, paper 


importance of soul 
7 35e 


your bookseller or direct 


Money enclosed, Address 
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Zone... State 


[Sword of the Lord Publishers 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 22,1 954 
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Escape From the Truth 


(Continued from page 11) 


of the faith: She became a very 
active worker in that cult, and 
spent much time seeking to “con- 
vert” others. But through the con- 
sistent testimony of Christian 
friends and relatives, she came to 
see that they had something she 
lacked in peace and joy. She tried 
to believe the truth and could not. 
She was willing to go back to 
Catholicism if that would give 
her peace; but she could not shake 
off the blinding doctrines of the 
cult that held her fast. Weeks 
and months passed by with in- 
creasing conviction and _ unrest. 
One day in utter desperation she 
prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, if necessary, 
blot out of my mind every false 
thing I have learned so that I 
may know the truth and be 
saved.” God graciously heard that 
prayer. She was soundly saved, 
and found herself completely un- 
able to remember the teachings of 
that cult. Looking at her books 
again she saw the hideous error 
she had once believed and gather- 
ing up all her books from that 
evil source, she burned them. 

Are you willing to receive the 
love of the truth that you might 
be saved? God has deliverance for 
any honest, seeking soul. He is 
able to set you free. “And ye 
shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free...If the 
Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed” (John 8: 
oe, oo). 

If I am speaking to some who 
still will reject the Saviour in 
spite of all we have seen of Satan’s 
snares, then in love and concern 
for your soul’s eternal welfare I 
am constrained to point out this 
last fact, that 


The Deception Leads to 
~ Damnation 


You are Satan’s slave, “... taken 
captive by him at his will” (I 
Tim. 2:26). He has only one ob- 
jective for you, and that is your 
eternal destruction. We read in 
the Bible that “The Lord is... 
not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to re- 
pentance” (II Pet. 3:9). It is just 
as true that it is not the will of 
Satan that any should be saved, 
but that all should be damned. Re- 
jecting the shed blood of Christ 
as your only hope of salvation, you 
will crucify to yourself the Son 
of God afresh; and if you willfully 
perish, you will have to tread upon 
the blood of God’s only begotten 
Son on your way to an eternal 
Hell. God has done everything that 
can be done to save you. He died 
for you; but He will not force 
you to be saved. Hear His plead- 
ing voice, “Turn ye, turn ye,... for 
why will ye die?” (Ezek. 33:11). 

You may be morally upright and 
a respectable person, even a church 
member, or among the socially 
elite; but if you persist in seeking 
to escape from the truth, there 
will come a day when the Hell 
you feared and tried to forget will 
become a terrifying reality to you 
forever. Then, in that place you 
sought to deny in life, you will 
spend eternity in company with 
“the fearful, and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and murderers, 
and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars...in 
the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is 
second death” (Rev. 21:8). There 
is no rest in Hell. There is only 
the lecherous flotsam and jetsam 
or depraved humanity, and the 
foul demons of the abyss; and 
there will be “that old Serpent, 
called the Devil and Satan” who 
will laugh in your face because 
you believed his lie and followed 
him to the place God prepared 
only for him and his angels. 

Yes, the cults and isms including 
modernism may seem so right, 
so very logical, and Oh so reason- 
able; but God declares, “There is 
@ way which seemth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). 
“Yea, they have chosen their own 
ways, and their soul delighteth in 
their abominations. I also will 
choose their delusions, and will 
bring their fears upon them; be- 
cause when I called, none did 
answer; when I spake, they did 


not hear...” (Isa. 66:3, 4). 


Dr. H. A. Ironside used to tell 
of a young man who advertised 
that on a certain day he would 


the 


certain building in a large city 
in California. When the day came 
a tremendous crowd was there to 
see the unusual demonstration. 
The hour came, the man appeared, 
and up he went. Finding a place 
for his fingers here and his toes 
there, carefully, ever so skillfully 
did he seale the side of that high 
building. Nearing the top he hesi- 
tated and looked upward, then to 
the right, now to the left, then 
above again. Now he apparently 
saw a way for his last stretch to- 
ward his goal. Crouching almost 
imperceptibly and springing 
slightly upward toward his next 
hold, he faltered and plummeted 
to the pavement, a mass of broken 
bone and flesh—a lifeless form. 
Someone threw a sheet over his 
battered body, and one hand was 


left exposed. In the stillness of 


death that hand still clutched 
something. It was a mass of spi- 
der’s webs—the very thing he 
had staked his life upon in that 
last desperate effort to reach the 
top. 

Your case may be even more 
tragic as you seek to embrace a 
futile no-Hell wish and go down 
to a Christless eternity in that 
awful place. God says, ‘They 
hatch cockatrice’ eggs, and weave 
the spider’s web: he that eateth 
of their eggs dieth, and that which 
is crushed breaketh out into a 
viper. Their webs shall not become 
garments, neither shall they cover 
themselves with their works” (Isa. 
59:5, 6). Believe the message of 
the cults and isms—yes and mod- 
ernism, and you stake your eter- 
nal soul upon a spider’s web. Be- 
lieve the sure Word of the living 
God, receive His Son as your Sav- 
iour, and you stand. on the Rock, 
Christ Jesus—safe forevermore. 


—THE END— 


‘Break Up Your Fallow Ground...’’ 


(Continued from page 3) 


to God,” to “cleanse” hands, to 
“purify” hearts, to “humble’”’ self. 
In all these matters, turning’ to 
God, seeking his face, man de- 
liberately acts. The Spirit of God 
does move on our hearts, and leads 
us to repentance, but repentance 
does not come unless the sinner 
hitrieelf repents, so we will not be 
turned to God unless we wish to 
turn. We will not be revived un- 
less we seek revival. Our hearts 
will never be broken up in a way 
pleasing to God unless we set out 
to have them broken. It is proper 
for a Christian to be afflicted and 
mourn, to weep and to humble 
himself. It is proper for every 
Christian who wants a revival, a 
transformed life, who wants to 
“sow to yourselves in righteous- 
ness, reap in mercy” (Hos. 10:12) 
by all means to seek a broken 
heart, literally to break. up the 
fallow ground of his own heart. I 
beg you, Christian man, woman, 
and child who reads this to break 
up the fallow ground of your 
heart! 

As we study to be joyful when 
happiness is proper, so let us study 
to mourn and be penitent when we 
should have broken hearts to seek 
revival. 

On Thanksgiving day we have 
feasts, public services of praise. 
We assemble ourselves with laugh- 
ter and fellowship and rejoicing in 
every home. At Christmas time we 
decorate with lights and ever- 
greens, with tinsel and color and 
holly. We send presents one to an- 
other. We make merry with feasts 
and holiday visiting. We cultivate 
joy when it is time for joy, so why 
not cultivate sorrow when it is 
time for sorrow, time to seek God, 
to mourn over sins and to have 
broken hearts? 


The Lost Art of Mourning 
and Repentance 


Bible Christians knew the now- 
forgotten art of seeking after God. 
They were accustomed to prayer 
and fasting, to periods of mourn- 
ing over sin. Daniel is an example. 
As he considered the desolation of 
Jerusalem during the captivity, 
Daniel was led to have a broken 
heart and seek after God. He said: 
“And I set my face unto the Lord 
God, to seek by prayer and suppli- 
cation, with fasting, and sackcloth, 
and ashes: And I prayed unto the 
Lord my God, and made my con- 
fession, and said .. .” (Dan. 9:3, 
4); and then follows the most 
heartbroken out-pouring of con- 
fession, confession of Daniel’s sins, 
confession of the sins of his peo- 
ple and the kings, that one ever 
read. Daniel set himself unto the 
Lord God “to seek by prayer and 
Supplication, with fasting, and 
sackcloth and ashes.” If we set 
ourselves that way we can have 
broken hearts, can have the fallow, 
idle, barren, thorn-infested, fruit- 
less ground of our lives broken 
up in a way that can please God. 
Then when we sow the fields we 
will sow in good ground that will 
bring forth fruit to God. 

Study the prayer of Daniel when 
he set his face to seek God, to seek 
by prayer, supplication, fasting, 
sackcloth and ashes and confes- 
sion. That prayer is continued in 
Daniel 9:4-19. In it Daniel remind- 
ed himself and reminded God of 
all the sins that had broken the 


climb the sheer stone face of a 


heart of God, had brought his grief 
and wrath upon Israel and Judah 
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and Jerusalem. Daniel did not for- 
get, did not cover up, did not mini- 
mize sin, but rather, he dwelt upon 
it and mentioned the sins, the 
wickedness, the rebellion, the de- 
parting from God, the refusal of 
Israel to hear, He repeated before 
God the curses, the evil, the re- 
proach, the displeasures that were 
upon God’s people for their sins! 
In that prayer Daniel mentioned 
the sins of Israel twenty-one times. 
It is certain that Daniel’s heart 
was more broken at the close of 
the prayer than at the beginning. 
His pride was more humbled, his 
will more surrendered, no doubt, 
after a review of Israel’s departure 
from God and God’s wrath upon 
Israel. So all those who set them- 
selves deliberately to mourn before 
God until their hearts are broken 
up and their fallow ground is 
plowed and the thorns removed 
can seek and find broken hearts in 
a way that is pleasing to God. O 
ye Christians, break up the fallow 
ground of your hearts! 


All the things that are wrong 
with us are wrong in the heart. 
Our sins, our prayerlessness, our 
worldliness, our absorption in tri- 
vial things, our carelessness about 
souls, our spiritual blindness, these 
all proceed from our hearts, stub- 
born, carnal, sin-cursed, unbroken 
hearts! Our lack of revival does 
not proceed from circumstances. 
Our fruitlessness, our barrenness 
is not a fault of the head; it is a 
black sin of the heart! It is not 
so much that our minds need to 
be taught, but rather that’ our 
hearts need to be broken up. May 
God give us grace to set about to 
seek the broken and contrite heart 
that God will not despise. 


David’s Bréken Heart and 
How He Got It 


David knew how to seek God 
and Psalm 51 gives the picture of 
his heart as he sought God after he 
had fallen into the horrible sin 
with Bath-sheba. I suggest that if 
you are yourself backslidden, with 
not the same joy or fruitfulness 
that once was yours, not quite the 
same fervor in prayer, the same in- 
terest in the Scripture, nor the 
Same zeal in soul winning that you 
once had, that you set yourself to 
quietly meditate over this fifty- 
first Psalm. Read it prayerfully, 
read it with tears, make its con- 
fession, its burden, its shame, its 
pleading, its holy vows, your own. 
How many times I have gone back 
to this Psalm to weep over my own 
cold heart and to beg God, “Hide 
thy face from my sins, and blot 
out all mine iniquities. Create in 
me a clean heart, O God; and re- 
new a right spirit within me” (Psa. 
21:9, 10). 

When David had first commit- 
ted adultery with Bath-sheba and 
had caused her husband to be 
killed that the sin might not be 
known, David tried to cover up 
the sin. He did not confess it to 
God, he did not lamént it, he did 
not even frankly face the matter 
in his own heart until the faithful 
prophet, Nathan, came and said, 
“Thou art the man,” according to 
II Samuel 12. Only then did David 
really face his sin. But when Da- 
vid saw how far he had gone from 
God he deliberately set himself to 
realize the enormity of his sin, to 
probe the wickedness of it, to lay it 


earth and madesit fruitful as the 


of his: heart. David made _ confes- 
sion, he fasted, he prayed, he wept. 
But II Samuel 12 does not tell all 
the story so we turn back to 
Psalm 51l-again. There David said: 
“For I acknowledge my transgres- 
sions: and my sin is ever before 
me” (v. 3). David comforted Bath- 
sheba concerning the sin and over 
the death of their baby; and God 
gave them another child, the dear 
Solomon, “and the Lord loved 
him.” But David had not dismissed 
the matter of sin: rather he could 
cry out to God, “and my sin is 
ever before me!’ David knew how 
treacherous was his heart and 
what shame his sin had caused; 
so David held his sin before his 
face until his heart should be 
thoroughly broken, until God 
should revive him and cleanse him! 
No one will ever beg God for a 
clean heart until he himself faces 
thoroughly the shame,. the terrible 
wickedness of his sin! 


David could have given sacri- 
fices of sheep and oxen. He said, 
“For thou desirest not sacrifice; 
else would I give it: thou delight- 
est not in burnt-offering” (Psat 
51:16). But David set himself to 
offer sacrifices to God that would 
bring a real revival in his own 
heart, a revival of fruitfulness and 
righteousness, so David continued 
his prayer. ‘“The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit:.a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise’ (Psa. 51:17). David 
offered the sacrifice that God 
wanted, the one that would please 
Him, that is, the sacrifice of a 
broken spirit. Oh, may God give 
us grace to seek and find and offer 
willingly this sacrifice so pleasing 
to God, a broken spirit and a 
broken heart! 


My brother preacher, what you 
need is a broken heart! What your 
ministry needs is the contrite hu- 
mility, the sack-cloth and ashes of 
spirit that must precede all great 
revivals of blessing. ““‘They that 
sow in tears shall reap in joy,” and 
“He that goeth forth and weepeth 
bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him” 
(Psa. 126:5, 6). No gentle rain 
from Heaven ever mellowed the 


moisture of tears will soften your 
own heart and make it fruitful. 
Beloved reader, let us offer the 
sacrifices of a broken spirit, for 
a broken and contrite heart God 
will not despise. 


It is good then for Christians to 
have a time when they take no 
delight in clothes. Indeed we 
should not appear unto men to fast 
as hypocrites wearing long faces, 
but for seasons we should turn 
ourselves away from all delights of 
the flesh. Days of fasting help the 
heart to seek God. If we follow 
the example of Esther and Mor- 
decai (Esther 4:16), of Ezra (Ez- 
ra 8:21, 23), of Nehemiah (Neh. 
1:4), of the people of Nineveh 
(Jonah 3:5-10), the example of 
King Hezekiah, Isaiah and others 
(Isa. 37:1-4), the example of Paul 
and Barnabas and other New Tes- 
tament leaders (Acts 13:1-3), then 
we will set times of fasting. Then 
our hearts will truly seek God 
we will turn our hearts away from 
laughter and rejoicing that we 
may afflict ourselves and mourn. 
In such cases it is proper for hus- 
bands and wives to separate them- 
selves for brief periods and by con- 
sent, that they may fast and pray 
(I Cor. 7:5). Sometimes we should 
take particular time to get down 
on our knees when we pray and 
even on our faces and thus en- 
courage our hearts to be humble. 
Sometimes we should take particu- 
lar pains to mortify the deeds of 
the flesh (Rom. 8:13), to care- 
fully practice self-denial. George 
Mueller, the great English man of 
prayer, tells how when a ship 
went down at sea with great ma- 
terial loss, the owner made a love 
gift to the Lord of thousands of 
dollars seeking thereby to show his 
love and trust and to miss none 
of the sweetness of God’s reproof. 
“Break up your fallow ground, 
and sow not among thorns.” 


Pride, Self-will, Self-centered 
Plans Must Be Broken 


Many lives are set in a routine 
that leaves God little control. 
There was not room for Jesus to 
be born in the inn in Bethlehem; 
just so, many are so self-controlled, 
so absorbed in our own plans 
and ways that we do not have 
time nor heart for the will of God 


Perhaps you are so accustomed to 
rising by the alarm clock at @ 
certain hour that you would never 
dream of getting up in the wee 
small hours for a vigil of prayer. 
I know not how it is with others, 
but when I am nearest to God, 
frequently in the early morning 
long before others are up, I feel 
the sweet wooing of the Spirit call- 
ing me to read and pray and meet 
God. I believe in definite times 
for prayer, but sweeter are the 
times when we feel a call to pray 
and break up our plans and leave 
work undone to meet God. 


Every Christian should lay plans 
to win souls, but happy is the 
Christian whose eager heart waits 
sensitively for the Spirit’s leaders 
ship, “Speak to this man, he is 
lost,” or “Go now to the neighbor 
for whom you have been praying.” 


plans except subject. to His will 
and such as we will gladly break, 
or change, or abandon, at the 
slightest indication that His sweet 
will is otherwise. Let us not with- 
hold from God our business, our 
friendships, our ambitions, our 
hopes, our plans, our hearts—let 
us, O Lord Jesus, break them up, 
every one, after Thy will. 

Help us to break up our fale 
low ground! 


Sow Not Among Thorns 


Fallow ground, barren ground, 
unbroken ground, brings forth 
weeds. As my father and I rode 
horseback along a road in west 
Texas years ago, he said to me, 
“Son, that man will lose his cot- 
ton crop if he doesn’t watch out.” 

“Lose it?” I said, “How could 
he lose it?” : 

“Tf he doesn’t kill those weeds 
and the grass soon,” my father 
said, ‘‘they will get higher than 
the cotton plants, will overshadow 
them and crowd them out and 
there will be no cotton crop.” 

Sure enough, it turned out as 
my father said and that field was 
abandoned as the farmer desper- 
ately tried to kill out weeds in 
another patch and save what he 
could of his crop. It is almost use- 
less to sow among thorns and 
weeds on fallow ground. So are re- 
ligious services with hearts une 
broken, hearts preoccupied with 
the thorns of worldliness and sin, 
One reason for breaking up our 
hearts, plans and hopes and break- 
ing up our wills is that we may 
root up these absorbing thorns of 
sin. 


One day when I was five years 
old my bare feet pattered down 
the furrow following my Uncle 
Tom. To my-distress he plowed up 
some beautiful flowers among the 
corn. rows. I asked him, “Uncle 
Tom, what are these pretty flow- 
ers climbing on the fence, and on 
the corn stalks?” He told me that 
they were morning glories and I 
liked the name then, as I do now, 


I said, “Aren’t they pretty, 
Uncle Tom?” 


He answered back, “They are 
not pretty to me, I wish every 
one in the field wer@ dead. If I 
grow morning glories I can’t grow 
corn.” 


delight seem sweet as a morning 


if they can prevent your growing 
corn for the Lord? Are the things 
you love and hug to your bosom 
like thorns on a barren field, an 
abomination to the Lord of the 
harvest? a 

About the hardest work I ever 
did as a boy, was “grubbing.” In 
West: Texas the mesquite trees do 


‘not grow high, but have gnarled 


and twisted roots growing big and 
strong, deep into the ground. What 
digging with the mattock, what 
tugging with team or stump-puller 
or tractor before the land was 


But it would be useless to try to 
cultivate the soil otherwise. Roots 
would break the plow. ‘The sprouts 
would shoot out of the ground, 
the bushes would take the ground 
again if they were not dug out. 


want fruit for God. Dig out that 
sinful habit! Confess and forsake 
that wicked grudge against your 
neighbor or loved one—forgive 
today and be forgiven! With peni- 
tence, with confession and tears 
give up that amusement that 
seems “no harm.” Break up your 
ground, dig out the thorns, and 
then God will make your ground 
fruitful. 


(Chapter VI from the book, THE RUIN 
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God help us never to make any — 


Some of the things in which you ~ 


flower; but I wonder, dear reader, 


ready to be put in cultivation! - 


“Sow not among thorns” if you. 
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